RULES, ELECTIONS, AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
RELATIONS COMMITTEE
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must have
first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, Southern California mountain lions face an increasingly difficult and uncertain future due to
rodenticides, freeways, wildfires, inbreeding, and unquelled development; and
WHEREAS, apex predators are essential to the functioning of a healthy ecosystem by keeping prey
numbers in check, weeding out slow, weak and dying animals and thereby increasing the overall health
of a population, and moving herds around which keeps them from devastating any one area; and
WHEREAS, in 2019, new research was published in the journal, Ecological Applications, suggesting there
is an almost one-in-four chance that mountain lions could become extinct in the Santa Monica and Santa
Ana mountains; and
WHEREAS, the Center for Biological Diversity and the Mountain Lion Foundation led the way in
successfully petitioning the California Fish and Game Commission to advance Southern California and
Central Coast mountain lions to candidates for protection as a threatened subpopulation under the
state's Endangered Species Act (CESA); and
WHEREAS, P-22, the City's Hollywood Mountain Lion, benefits from these candidacy protections; and
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 235 has been introduced by Assemblymember Chad Mayes, looking to amend
sections of the Fish and Game Code related to endangered species in such a way that would undermine
the purposes and precautionary nature of CESA could jeopardize protections afforded to Central Coast
and Southern California mountain lions - and numerous other imperiled species -- during the CESA
candidacy period; and
WHEREAS, the Council has prioritized the protection of wildlife and particularly P-22 and other mountain
lions with its wildlife Connectivity pilot project and biodiversity initiative;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program
OPPOSITION TO AB 235 (Mayes) or any other legislative or administrative actions to amend the state
law and undercut California Endangered Species Act protections gained for mountain lions and
numerous other imperiled species.
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