RULES, ELECnm KRGMIM, ffilAtt
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the Gty of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must have
first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the Gty Council with the concurrence of the Mayor;
and
WHEREAS, in recent years, increased attention has been brought to cases where police have been
summoned to respond to instances where people of color, especially Black people, are deemed
suspicious for engaging in common everyday activities, such as swimming at a community pool or sitting
in a neighborhood coffee shop or setting up a lemonade/water stand; in many instances, people make
9-1-1 calls for purposes of harassment, knowing that the history of racially-biased policing in the United
States makes the subsequent encounter fraught with stress; and
WHEREAS, Black and other people of color should have the liberty to live their lives and to go about
their day-to-day business without having to be confronted by police for doing so; police officers should
be not be used as the tools of others' racial animus; and
WHEREAS, the Gty of Los Angeles is considering options to make it illegal to use the 911 emergency
system to make a report, or cause a report to be made to law enforcement agencies, that an
"emergency or threat” exists when the call is motivated / based on racial bias, and the caller knowsthat
the report Is false or frivolous (CF20-0793); and
WHEREAS, currently pending In the California Legislature is a bill, AB 1550 (Bonta), which would
authorize a person to bring a civil action against any responsible party, who, motivated by the person's
protected status, knowingly causes a peace officer to arrive at a location to contact the person with the
intent to, among other things, infringe upon the person's rights or cause the person to feel harassed,
humiliated, or embarrassed; and it provides for the recovery of actual damages and punitive damages,
or statutory damages of up to $10,000, and attorneys' fees and costs; and
WHEREAS, making a false police report is a misdemeanor, but in our criminal justice system such
offenses typically are not given high priority; AB 1550 would simply create a private right of action for
conduct that has long been deemed wrongful;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution,
the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1550
(Bonta) which would create a private right of action against a person who makes a "911" call aimed at
violating the rights of other persons based upon race, religion, sex, or any other protected class.
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