
ROLES, ELECTIONS 4 INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to threaten public health and safety, particularly among the traveling 
public and frontline airline industry and sendee workers, and has exposed serious vulnerabilities in current 
procedures to keep people safe at America’s airports. Since March the current patchwork of ad hoc measures at 
individual airports and airlines has created confusion for passengers and potentially hastened transmission of the 
deadly virus domestically and internationally.

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic is a crisis for the aviation industry, leading to devastating losses of passenger 
traffic and revenue that U.S. airports are dependent on in order to maintain and improve facilities. Many airports 
including the Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) are experiencing severe financial duress leading to furloughs, 
retirement incentive programs, as well as deferred construction and safety improvements, and a host of other negative 
effects that are coming more clearly into view as the pandemic continues.

WHEREAS, the Trump Administration recently issued long-awaited federal guidance for airlines and airports but 
the non-binding document does not go far enough to mandate measures and charge federal agencies to take on any 
responsibility that addresses flying during a pandemic to reduce transmission of COVID-19.

WHEREAS, many in the US Congress and Senate have been calling for federal standardization to improve public 
health and safety at airports. Senators Ed Markey and Richard Blumenthal introduced a bill to create a joint task force 
of federal agencies and industry' stakeholders to develop plans, guidelines, and recommended requirements to address 
disease spread during pandemics. The City of Los Angeles supports such proposals as an early step towards federal 
standardization, and advocates for Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA), the City department overseeing Los Angeles 
Internationa] Airport (LAX) and Van Nuys Airport (VNY), to participate in such working groups. LAX is the busiest 
origin and destination airport and the third busiest airport in the world. While the City of Los Angeles applauds efforts 
taken by LAWA leadership, no airport can fully address the gravity of a pandemic on its own.

WHEREAS, while the joint task force called for by Senators Markey and Blumenthal is certainly a welcome step, 
faster, more nimble responses are required in order to protect travelers and help speed recovery to the travel industry. 
Americans cannot wait for a joint task force to be formed federally to address this fast-moving pandemic,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we urge the US Congress to include additional funding and 
standards for health screening, viral testing, and enhanced sanitation protocols in the next round of economic stimulus 
expected to be taken up ahead of the August recess. This includes the following:

A federal mandate for all airport, airline, terminal concessions, and federal agency' staff and passengers to 
wear face coverings over their nose and mouth at all times in an airport, airplane, or in any ground support 
facility during a pandemic, unless they meet one of the exceptions specified by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).
FAA reform for funding flexibility: The Federal Aviation Administration should grant flexibility for local 
airport leadership and their first responder agencies like police and fire to spend funds on passenger health 
screening including COVID-19 testing, thermal imaging cameras to detect elevated body temperatures, 
olfactory or smell test screenings to flag passengers exhibiting this common COVID-19 symptom, and other 
emerging screening methods.
Dedicated federal funding sources for airports to pull from in order to adopt new passenger screening 
protocols. This includes releasing federal stockpiles of COVID-19 test kits for distribution to airports. 
Dedicated federal funding sources to support enhanced cleaning protocols at all airports including additional 
cleaning supplies and janitorial staff, ultraviolet light cleaning devices and other related sanitation technology, 
enhanced personal protective equipment (PPE) for frontline personnel and regular COVID-19 testing for 
essential airport and airline personnel whether they are employed by the airport, the federal government, or 
the private sector.
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Dedicated federal funding sources for airports enabling them to make infrastructure enhancements 
supporting physical distancing and reduction of disease transmission. This would include new signage and 
floor markings, glass/plexiglass shielding, heating and air conditioning fHVAC) air filtration system 
improvements to reduce airborne tr ansmission of the disease, ultraviolet lighting systems that destroy viral 
pathogens, hand sanitizer stations, health screening and isolation areas, bathroom modifications that enhance 
the ability to regularly clean and sterilize facilities, and potential modifications to doors or other aspects of the 
built environment to minimize the touching of surfaces that spread pathogens.
Retroactive funding reimbursement capabilities for airports who have already begun spending on the 
aforementioned screening and infrastructure improvements that slow the spread of disease.
A health insurance guarantee for coverage of all COVID-related costs for healthcare screenings or treatment 
for any frontline airport, airline, or terminal concessions employee contracting the virus.
For employees not already receiving this benefit, an immediate short-term disability style income supplement 
for airport, airline, or terminal concessions employees who have contracted the disease and are therefore 
unable to work. Frontline workers should not have to dip into their own sick time during a pandemic to ensure 
they continue receiving a paycheck.
Support the continuation of wages, salaries, and benefits for airline catering employees by closing the Payroll 
Support Program loophole for airline contractors.
Dedicated research and development funds for airport leadership and staff to travel and meet with domestic 
and international partners who have implemented new technology and protocols at their airports to minimize 
the transmission of pathogens among travelers.
Federal standards set by the appropriate federal agencies for additional health screening protocols and 
technology including testing, sanitizing, and infrastructure improvements that prevent the spread of 
communicable pathogens. The City calls on agencies such as the Transportation Security Administration 
(TSAJ, Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (USDA APHIS), and the CDC to be involved, and for the federal government to 
provide additional funding to enable airports to implement such measures.
For any pertinent working groups that may form, ensure LAWA’s involvement given the size of the airport, 
and their experience piloting and implementing measures at a large airport like LAX.
Closely consider measures LAWA has taken, such as pilot programs utilizing thermal imaging cameras and 
biometrics, cleaning protocols, and PPE requirements, as models that can be scaled at other airports.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the City 
of Los Angeles hereby includes in the 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislation that would 
include additional funding and standards for health screening and preventive measures to curtail the spread of 
COVID-19 in airports and aircraft
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