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Resolution (Rodriguez - Cedillo) to support administrative or legislative action 
which would prohibit forced hysterectomies at ICE detention facilities

SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution (Rodriguez - Cedillo) to include in 
the City’s 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT for administrative or legislative 
action which would prohibit forced hysterectomies at ICE detention facilities.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Rodriguez - Cedillo), introduced September 29, 2020, advises that the United States 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has repeatedly targeted communities of color with 
immoral practices. Detainees at ICE detention facilities face physical and psychological trauma 
as a result of deplorable conditions in the facilities, conditions that have been further exacerbated 
by an inadequate response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Dawn Wooten, a former nurse at 
Georgia’s Irwin ICE Detention Center filed a whistleblower complaint alleging mistreatment and 
poor conditions, notably a large number of female detainees who were forced to undergo 
hysterectomies without their knowledge or consent. Subjecting the women to such an 
inexcusable ordeal is a violation of human rights and all parties responsible should be 
immediately identified and held accountable.

The Resolution further advises that a report in 2017 regarding the same Irwin ICE detention 
facility found unsanitary conditions, inedible food, and insufficient medical care. This report 
demonstrates that these conditions and sterilizations are neither new nor isolated cases, but are 
symptomatic of a larger system that denies basic rights to individuals based on their immigration 
status. These violations are further compounded by all women’s difficulty in accessing, or 
complete lack of access to adequate feminine hygiene products or contraceptive services.

The Resolution recommends that the City support administrative or legislative action which 
would prohibit forced hysterectomies at ICE detention facilities.

BACKGROUND
United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), under the United States Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), enforces federal laws governing border control, customs, trade, 
and immigration within the borders of the United States. Unauthorized immigrants are detained 
by ICE until they can be processed and tried before an immigration court. While awaiting trial,



unauthorized immigrants are held in detention centers run by ICE or private detention facilities 
under contract with ICE.

On September 14, 2020, Dawn Wooten, a former nurse at Irwin County Detention Center in 
Ocilla, Georgia filed a whistleblower complaint with the DHS, ICE, and the Irwin County 
Detention Center. The complaint alleged mistreatment and poor conditions, including a lack of 
adequate response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The complaint also alleged that a number of 
female detainees were subjected to hysterectomies without their knowledge or consent. In a letter 
to the Inspector General at DHS, more than 170 members of the House of Representatives 
demanded an immediate investigation be conducted into claims of mass hysterectomies at the 
detention facility in Georgia.

The medical director of ICE’s Health Service Corps released a press statement in response 
stating that only two individuals had been referred for hysterectomies. Shortly following the 
statement, acting Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf disclosed that ICE had referred more 
detainees for hysterectomies at the Georgia detention facility than previously divulged.

On October 2, 2020, the United States House of Representative adopted H. Res. 1153, 
condemning unnecessary medical procedures, recognizing the right for everyone to control their 
own reproductive choices, and recognizing the further need for transparency and accountability. 
The resolution also called on DHS to halt the removal of any individual who experienced a 
medical procedure at the Irwin County Detention Center.

Support for administrative or legislative action which would prohibit forced hysterectomies in 
ICE detention facilities would be consistent with past City efforts to safeguard the reproductive 
rights of all individuals, protect the immigrant community, and ensure access to safe medical 
care.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
None

Andy Galan 
Analyst

Attachments: 1. Resolution (Rodriguez - Cedillo)



RULES, ELECTIONS, AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, or 
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted 
in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has repeatedly targeted 
communities of color with immoral tactics; and

WHEREAS, detainees at ICE detention facilities face physical and psychological trauma as a result of deplorable 
conditions at these facilities, conditions that have been further exacerbated by an inadequate response to the COVID-I9 
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, Dawn Wooten, a former nurse at Georgia’s Irwin ICE Detention Center filed a whistleblower 
complaint alleging mistreatment and poor conditions, notably a large number of female detainees who were forced to 
undergo hysterectomies without their knowledge or consent; and

WHEREAS, the report details the excruciating pain that these women faced after being robbed of their 
reproductive rights without medical basis or justification; and

WHEREAS, subjecting these women to such an inexcusable ordeal is a violation of human rights, all parties 
responsible should be identified immediately and held accountable; and

WHEREAS, a report in 2017 regarding the same Irwin ICE detention facility found unsanitary conditions, 
Inedible food, and insufficient medical care; and

WHEREAS, these reports demonstrate that these conditions and sterilizations are neither new nor isolated cases, 
but are symptomatic of a larger system that denies basic rights to individuals based on their immigration status; and

WHEREAS, these violations are further compounded by all women’s difficulty in accessing, or complete lack of 
access to adequate feminine hygiene products or contraceptive services;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for any 
administrative or legislative action which would prohibit forced hysterectomies at ICE detention facilities.

PRESENTED BY
MONICA RODRIGUEZ (verbal) 
Counci Iwoman, 7® District

SECONDED BY:
GILBERT A, CEDILLO (verbal) 
Councilmember, !sl District


