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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the foster care system provides care to children and adolescents who are removed 
from their family of origin as a result of abuse, neglect or imminent safety concerns; and

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Pediatrics reports that 30 to 80 percent of children in 
the foster care system have at least one medical problem; in addition, one-third have a chronic 
medical condition and up to 80 percent have significant mental health needs; and

WHEREAS, under current law, states must ensure that former foster youth are able to keep their 
Medicaid health insurance coverage until the age of 26; and

WHEREAS, by 2023, states must also extend Medicaid coverage to former foster youth from 
other states; and

WHEREAS, many fonner foster youth who need to relocate to other states for education or 
employment opportunities may experience a gap in their health insurance coverage as a result of the 
current law; and

WHEREAS, the United States House of Representatives is currently considering H.R. 6959 
(Bass) which would require states to immediately extend Medicaid coverage to foster youth up to age 
26 from other states; and

WHEREAS, under the current state of emergency, we must do everything possible to prevent 
vulnerable foster youth from experiencing a gap in health insurance coverage; and

WHEREAS, this bill will help ensure that foster youth have access to health insurance as they 
seek employment or educational opportunities in other states, and should be supported;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-20 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for H.R. 6959 (Bass), which would require states to provide 
Medicaid coverage to former foster youth up to age 26 from other states.
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