RESOLUTION

RULES, ELECTIONS, AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation rules, regulations, or
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, on October 20, 2020, a Joint Status Report filed with the United States District Court of the
Southern District of California, revealed that 545 children who were separated from their families under the Trump
Administration “Zero Tolerance Policy,” have not been reunited with their families; and
WHEREAS, according to the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), over 5,400 children, including those
under five, toddlers, and babies, were separated from their parents pursuant to the Zero Tolerance Policy; and
WHEREAS, the decision to separate children from their families is cruel, traumatic, inhumane and disgraceful
but consistent with the actions of the Trump Administration, which seem fixated on maximizing harm to immigrants in
any way possible; and
WHEREAS, the ACLU reports that the sole purpose of the child separation policy was to discourage
immigration to the U.S. and no tracking or monitoring mechanisms were established for the eventual reunification of
these children with their families; and
WHEREAS, in 2019, the Trump Administration went to court to argue that migrant children detained at the
U.S.-Mexico border do not require basic hygiene products like soap and toothbrushes in order to be held in “safe and
sanitary” conditions, and that requiring minors to sleep on cold concrete floors in crowded cells with low temperatures
was also considered “safe and sanitary,” and
WHEREAS, the Trump Administration’s action are in direct violation of the Flores Agreement and other federal
immigration laws that specifically provide guidelines with respect to the arrest, detention, treatment, and transfer of
children detained by federal immigration authorities; and
WHEREAS, most separated children did not receive due process and, many as young as three years old, were
ordered into court for their own deportation proceedings without counsel; and
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles strongly denounces the actions by the Trump Administration, including the
child separation practice, the Zero Tolerance Policy, and other actions that have inhumanely targeted undocumented
immigrants; and
WHEREAS, the City calls upon every member of the U.S. Senate, House of Representatives, and the Office of
the President to enact legislation to ensure that under no circumstances, aside from any threat of abuse or neglect, should
children ever be separated from their parents as they seek to the enter the U.S. through asylum or any other means;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in the 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SPONSORSHIP
and/or SUPPORT of legislation to ensure that under no circumstances, aside from any threat of abuse or neglect, should
children ever be separated from their parents as they seek to the enter the U.S. through asylum or any other means,
including legislation that strengthens and guarantees the right to family integrity and procedural due process laws, U.S.
asylum statutes which guarantee the right to apply for asylum, the Administration Procedures Act (APA) which prohibits
arbitrary government action, and the Flores Agreement which prescribes national standards for the housing, detention,
and release of children detained by federal immigration authorities.
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