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March 16, 2021 

 

Los Angeles City Council  

Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations Committee  

Council Chambers, Room 340, City Hall  

200 N Spring St, Los Angeles, CA 90012  

  

Submitted online to: LACouncilComment.com 

  

Re: Support Council File #20-0002-S22 (Bonin-Koretz, Substitute Resolution)  
 

Dear Chair Martinez and Councilmembers Buscaino and Ridley Thomas: 

 

On behalf of Heal the Bay, we offer our strong support for Councilmembers Bonin’s and 

Koretz’s Substitute Resolution (#20-0002-S22) concerning the SoCalGas Playa del Rey natural 

gas storage facility. Heal the Bay is a non-profit environmental organization with over 30 years 

of experience and 15,000 members dedicated to making the coastal waters and watersheds of 

Greater Los Angeles safe, healthy, and clean. We would first like to recognize that we are on 

stolen Indigenous land. The main office of Heal the Bay in Santa Monica and the Playa del Rey 

gas storage facility both sit on Tongva, Chumash, and Kizh land. We acknowledge and respect 

Tongva, Chumash, and Kizh elders past, present, and emerging.  

 

Heal the Bay backs the Substitute Resolution which directs the City of Los Angeles to support 

any legislation or administrative actions which would result in the closure of the Playa del Rey 

natural gas storage.  

 

Heal the Bay encourages the expedited closure of the Playa del Rey gas facility. As an 

environmental organization focused on ensuring that our coastal waters and watersheds are safe, 

healthy, and clean, ending reliance on fossil fuels is one of Heal the Bay’s top priorities. The 

Playa del Rey storage facility is a concern for three reasons:  
 

1. Its long-term existence stands counter to the urgent need to address the Climate Crisis. 

2. It is located in a densely-populated area of our city, making it a health and safety risk. 

3. It abuts the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve, potentially affecting native species and 

wildlife. 
 

In order to mitigate climate change, we must transition to renewable energy systems across the 

board - and we must do so swiftly. Sea level rise, ocean acidification, extreme heat, wildfires, 

and drought will all be more severe unless we drastically reduce our production and consumption 

of oil and natural gas. 

  

In order to address the climate crisis and avoid any grid reliability issues, SoCalGas needs to 

begin to plan for that reduced-consumption future immediately. Heal the Bay supports the 

closure of the Playa del Rey SoCalGas storage facility in conjunction with a robust  



 

2 

 

 

 

just transition process. We urge the City of Los Angeles to adopt this Substitute Resolution to 

support administrative and legislative actions to close the facility.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Resolution. We look forward to continuing 

our collaborative work with the City of Los Angeles to protect and improve aquatic 

environments and public health. If you have any questions concerning these comments, please 

contact Katherine Pease through email at kpease@healthebay.org or by phone at 310-451-1500 

x141.     

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Katherine Pease, PhD 

Director of Science & Policy 

Heal the Bay  

     

 

 

 


