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REPORT OF THE 
CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

 
 
 
DATE:   
 
TO:  Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 
  Committee 
 

FROM: Sharon M. Tso   Council File No: 20-0002-S22  
  Chief Legislative Analyst         Assignment No.: 20-02-0201 
 
SUBJECT:  Resolution (Bonin - Koretz) relative to the Playa del Rey Natural Gas Storage 

Facility 
 
CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Bonin – Koretz) to include in the City’s 2021-
2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT and/or SPONSORSHIP of legislation or administrative 
action which would result in the closure of the Playa del Rey Natural Gas Storage Facility.  
 
SUMMARY:  
Resolution (Bonin - Koretz), introduced on August 18, 2020 as a substitute Resolution, states that 
a May 2018 study from the California Council on Science and Technology (CCST) titled “Long-
Term Viability of Underground Natural Gas Storage in California” found that the Playa del Rey 
Natural Gas Storage Facility” stands out as a facility with relatively higher risk to health and safety 
than other similar facilities in the State. The CCST report noted that the Facility’s proximity to a 
large population, a regional airport, and a high risk of tsunami and wildfire probability make it 
particularly dangerous to public health and safety.  
 
The Resolution states that in 2015, the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility experienced a 
massive gas leak that expelled high levels of methane into the atmosphere. It was considered the 
worst natural gas leak in the United States and one of the worst environmental catastrophes in the 
State’s history. The Resolution notes that during the Aliso Canyon incident, residents of more than 
8,000 homes had to be evacuated.   
 
The Resolution states that residents of Playa del Rey have expressed concerns about the Playa del 
Rey Natural Gas Facility and have called for its closure. The Aliso Canyon incident has served to 
further these concerns.   
 
The CCST report also noted that the Facility “has a long history of loss-of-containment 
incidents….” The Resolution concludes that the State has failed to justify continued operations of 
the Playa del Rey Natural Gas Storage Facility in the face of the considerable and documented 
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risks to the neighboring community and a regional airport. Therefore, the Resolution requests that 
the City support and/or sponsor legislation which would result in the closure of the Facility.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
The Playa Del Rey oil field was converted to a gas storage facility by the Southern California Gas 
Company (SoCalGas) in 1955. The SoCalGas continues to operate the Facility for the production 
and storage of natural gas. Over the years, nearby residents in the neighborhoods of Playa del Rey, 
Playa Vista, Marina Del Rey, Venice and Westchester have made complaints about odors and an 
oily mist emanating from the Facility. In addition, residents have complained about the installation 
of tall, unsightly oil rigs at the site.  
 
These concerns have raised questions about the site’s adherence to zoning regulations and its 
impact on the local community.  
 
Council Motion  
On October 29, 2019, the Council adopted a Motion (Bonin - Koretz; CF No. 19-1124) instructing 
the Department of City Planning (DCP) to work with the Petroleum Administrator, the Department 
of Building and Safety (DBS) and the Fire Department to investigate the oil and gas operations at 
the Playa del Rey Natural Gas Storage Facility. The Motion directed these Departments to review 
all equipment and wells on the site; and the Facility’s compliance with zoning and land use 
conditions.     
 
DCP Report  
On October 27, 2020, the DCP released a report in response to the Motion’s requests regarding the 
Playa del Rey Natural Gas Storage Facility. The report noted that the Facility is not subject to the 
City’s zoning regulations as the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) preempts the 
City’s jurisdiction. The CPUC governs public utilities and their operations; as such, SoCalGas is 
subject to their regulation.  
 
The DCP report also noted that the Playa del Rey Natural Gas Storage Facility is subject to Federal 
regulation under the Pipeline Safety Act which preempts State and local safety regulations. Given 
this, the City lacks jurisdiction to impose or enforce safety standards at the Facility involving the 
operation of gas storage and well production.  
 
However, the DCP report stated that there are some areas of regulation and oversight at the City 
level. The City’s DBS can issue permits and conduct inspections regarding the construction of 
structures, uses of land (such as parking lots), and the construction of foundation pads. The City’s 
Fire Department can issue permits for specific equipment and also conduct inspections related to 
Fire and Life Safety code standards.  
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Culver City  
On March 8, 2021, the Council for Culver City approved a resolution calling on the State to 
develop a timeline and plan for closing down the Playa del Ray Natural Gas Storage Facility. The 
Culver City resolution is in response to growing community concerns about the Facility’s 
environmental impact and the potential for an Aliso Canyon-like incident in the area.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

         
        _________________________ 
        Rafael E. Prieto  
        Analyst  
 
 
 
 
Attachment(s):  Substitute Resolution (Bonin – Koretz)  
   Resolution (Bonin – Lee - Koretz) 



RESOLUTION  
 

WHEREAS,    any   official   position   of   the   City   of   Los   Angeles   with   respect   to   legislation,   rules,  
regulations   or   policies   proposed   to   or   pending   before   a   local,   state   or   federal   governmental   body  
or   agency   must   have   first   been   adopted   in   the   form   of   a   Resolution   by   the   City   Council   with   the  
concurrence   of   the   Mayor;   and   
 
WHEREAS ,   in   May   2018,   a   study   from   the   California   Council   on   Science   and   Technology  
(CCST)   titled   “Long-Term   Viability   of   Underground   Natural   Gas   Storage   in   California”   found  
that   the   Playa   del   Rey   Natural   Gas   Storage   Facility   “stands   out   as   a   facility   with   relatively   higher  
risk   to   health   and   safety   than   the   other   facilities   in   California;”   and  
 
WHEREAS,    the   CCST   report   noted   that   a   large   population   nearby,   the   proximity   to   the   region’s  
largest   airport,   and   a   high   risk   of   tsunami   and   wildfire   all   make   the   Playa   del   Rey   gas   storage  
facility   particularly   dangerous   to   the   health   and   safety   of   people   in   Los   Angeles;   and  
 
WHEREAS,    in   2015,   the   Aliso   Canyon   Natural   Gas   Storage   Facility   experienced   a   massive   gas  
leak   that   expelled   an   estimated   96,100   tonnes   of   methane   and   7,300   tonnes   of   methane   into   the  
atmosphere   -   the   worst   natural   gas   leak   in   the   United   States   and   one   of   the   worst   environmental  
catastrophes   in   California’s   history;   and  
 
WHEREAS,    during   the   Aliso   Canyon   incident,   residents   of   more   than   8,000   homes   had   to   be  
evacuated;   and   
 
WHEREAS,    for   years   residents   of   Playa   del   Rey   have   expressed   concerns   about   the   operations  
of   the   gas   facility   and   its   impacts,   and   have   called   for   its   closure;   and  
 
WHEREAS,    the   CCST   report   noted   that   the   Playa   del   Rey   facility   is   a   relatively   small   gas  
storage   capacity,   providing    around   one   percent   of   the   total   natural   gas   storage   across   California,  
and   yet   “has   a   long   history   of   loss-of-containment   incidents   and   is   located   near   a   large  
population   center   in   a   very   high   wildfire   hazard   zone;”   and  
 
WHEREAS,    the   CCST   recommended   that   “the   State   should   commission   a   cost-benefit   analysis  
including   full   consideration   of   risks   associated   with   loss-of-containment   from”   the   Playa   del   Rey  
gas   storage   facility;   and   
 
WHEREAS,    for   more   than   2   ½   years,   the   State   of   California   has   failed   to   justify   continued  
operations   of   the   Playa   del   Rey   gas   facility   in   the   face   of   the   considerable   and   documented   risks  
to   the   neighboring   community   and   to   an   airport   that   is   a   regional   economic   engine;   
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NOW,   THEREFORE   BE   IT   RESOLVED,    with   the   concurrence   of   the   Mayor,   that   by   the  
adoption   of   this   Resolution,   the   City   of   Los   Angeles   hereby   includes   in   its   State   Legislative  
Program   SUPPORT   for   any   legislation   or   administrative   action   which   would   result   in   the   closure  
of   the   Playa   del   Rey   natural   gas   storage   facility   located   at   8141   Gulana   Ave   in   Playa   Del   Rey,  
CA   90293,   pursuant   to   a   just   transition   process   and   timeline   for   closure   of   the   facility.  
 
 

 
PRESENTED   BY:  _____________________________  

MIKE   BONIN   
Councilmember,   11th   District  
 

SECONDED   BY:  _____________________________  
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RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body 
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, in May 2018, a study from the California Council on Science and Technology 
(CCST) titled “Long-Term Viability of Underground Natural Gas Storage in California” found 
that the Playa del Rey Natural Gas Storage Facility “stands out as a facility with relatively higher 
risk to health and safety than the other facilities in California;” and

WHEREAS, the CCST report noted that a large population nearby, the proximity to the region’s 
largest airport, and a high risk of tsunami and wildfire all make the Playa del Rey gas storage 
facility particularly dangerous to the health and safety of people in Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, in 2015, the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility experienced a massive gas 
leak that expelled an estimated 96,100 tonnes of methane and 7,300 tonnes of methane into the 
atmosphere - the worst natural gas leak in the United States and one of the worst environmental 
catastrophes in California’s history; and

WHEREAS, during the Aliso Canyon incident, residents of more than 8,000 homes had to be 
evacuated; and

WHEREAS, for years residents of Playa del Rey have expressed concerns about the operations 
of the gas facility and its impacts, and have called for its closure; and

WHEREAS, the CCST report noted that the Playa del Rey facility is a relatively small gas 
storage capacity, providing around one percent of the total natural gas storage across California, 
and yet “has a long history of loss-of-containment incidents and is located near a large 
population center in a very high wildfire hazard zone;” and

WHEREAS, the CCST recommended that “the State should commission a cost-benefit analysis 
including full consideration of risks associated with loss-of-containment from” the Playa del Rey 
gas storage facility; and

WHEREAS, California Governor Gavin Newsom has the authority to instruct the Department of 
Conservation and California Council on Science and Technology to assess the future viability 
ajid necessity o-fthe Playa del Rey gas storage facility;



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for a state study of the feasibility of closing the Playa del Rey natural gas 
storage facility located at 8141 Guiana Ave in Playa Del Rey, CA 90293.
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