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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, 29-yeax-old Los Angeles Firefighter Eric Stevens was recently diagnosed 
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), just weeks after marrying his college sweetheart; and

WHEREAS, ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, is a rare neurological disease 
involving the neurons, which control voluntary muscle movement such as chewing, walking, 
talking and breathing; and

WHEREAS, each year, more than 5,000 people in the United States are diagnosed with
ALS; and

WHEREAS, currently, the life expectancy of a person diagnosed with ALS is two to five 
years, but this is variable and there is evidence that increased care and research has extended 
patients’ lives; and

WHEREAS, federal funding is essential if a cure for ALS is to be found, as is federal 
legislation providing access to healthcare, medications and medical equipment needed by ALS 
patients; and

WHEREAS, the ALS Association, a non-profit group focuses on combatting the disease, 
has prioritized a number of legislative and administrative proposals that would assist ALS patients 
access care and fund research; and

WHEREAS, these proposals include waiving the five-month waiting period for Social 
Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) for patients diagnosed with ALS, providing access to 
noninvasive ventilators, funding for research and access to home health services; and

WHEREAS, these policies, if enacted would benefit ALS patients and help fund research 
leading to a cure for this disease;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019 - 2020 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for legislation and/or administrative action proposed by the ALS 
Association which would: waive the five month waiting period for Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI); protect access to noninvasive ventilators; preserve and increase federal ALS 
research funding; and, provide increased access to home health services for ALS patients.
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