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CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution (Rodriguez - Huizar) to include in
the City’s 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT for HR 4928 which would
establish the National Office of New Americans to reduce obstacles to United States citizenship,
and to support the integration of immigrants and refugees into the social, cultural, economic, and
civic life of the United States.
SUMMARY
Resolution (Rodriguez
Huizar), introduced March 6, 2020, advises that HR 4928 would
establish a National Office of New Americans in the Executive Office of the White House to
support immigrant integration and inclusion as well as coordinate efforts to support the social,
economic, and civic integration of immigrants at the federal, State, and local level. The
legislation would establish a Federal Initiative on New Americans to coordinate federal response
to address issues that affect the lives of immigrants and would create a Legal Services and
Immigration Assistance Grant Program to support organizations that provide direct immigration
assistance.
The Resolution further advises that the bill would also create an English as a Gateway to
Integration Program for organizations that teach English or aid individuals in preparing for
naturalization or earning a GED. HR 4928 would create a Workforce Development Grant
Program to ensure that immigrants have equitable access to education and workforce programs
that help equip them with occupational skills needed to secure or advance in employment.
The Resolution recommends that the City support HR 4928 to establish the National Office of
New Americans, to reduce obstacles to United States citizenship, and to support the integration
of immigrants and refugees into the social, cultural, economic, and civic life of the United States.
BACKGROUND
The Trump Administration has adopted several immigration policies that have scaled back
refugee assistance and have increased scrutiny of immigration applications. These policies
include the public charge rule change, limiting the number of temporary protected status (TPS)

designations, the child separation policy, more aggressive immigration enforcement, and
naturalization fee increases.
Beyond the recent policy changes related to immigration, the complexity of the United States
immigration system has created a substantial barrier to legal residence and citizenship that
hinders the ability of many immigrants to reside lawfully in and integrate economically into the
United States. These barriers can have a drastic effect on the lives of immigrants and may result
in family separation or removal from the United States. Access to legal services and immigration
assistance has been shown to significantly decrease the chances of deportation.
HR 4928 (Meng), the New Deal for New Americans Act, introduced October 2019, proposes
several methods to reduce obstacles to citizenship and promote refugee and immigrant
integration. The bill would establish the National Office of New Americans to lead the Federal
Initiative on New Americans to promote and support immigrant and refugee integration and
inclusion in society. The bill would create a coordinated federal response to these issues,
including English language learning, adult education and workforce training, early childhood
care and education, healthcare, naturalization, civic engagement, and access to immigration
assistance and legal services. The Office of New Americans would also liaise with other federal
agencies to create immigrant and refugee integration goals within each agency, as well as
provide findings and recommendations on challenges and opportunities regarding immigrant and
refugee integration to the United States Congress.
The New Deal for New Americans Act would also authorize grants to local and State
governments, non-profit organizations, educational institutions, and private organizations that
provide services that would support immigrant and refugee integration efforts. Legal Services
and Immigration Assistance grants would be created for programs that provide immigration
assistance and legal services, English as a Gateway grants for English language programs, and
Workforce Development and Prosperity grants for workforce development and economic
integration efforts. The bill would further create the non-profit United States Citizenship and
Integration Foundation to spur innovation of citizenship preparation programs, identify best
practices, and provide direct assistance to non-citizens seeking lawful permanent resident status.
In order to reduce barriers to citizenship, HR 4928 would cap immigration service fees to
those allowing for full cost recovery, require reporting on processing time for immigration
services, limit naturalization application fees, and waive the English language requirements for
those older than 65 or those unable to comply due to a physical or mental disability. The bill
would also enact several other provisions that would reduce barriers to citizenship. Notably, the
bill includes the same provisions for removal of public charge ground of inadmissibility in the
“No Public Charge Deportation Act” (HR 5814) introduced by Congresswoman Meng in
February 2020.
In order to promote refugee resettlement and integration, the bill would establish overseas
refugee training programs for those who have been approved for admission to the United States
and set a minimum of 110,000 refugees to be admitted by the President on a yearly basis.

The provisions of HR 4928 would build on California’s policies to encourage refugee and
immigrant integration, such as allowing undocumented immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses.
The bill could further supplement and possibly fund the Los Angeles Justice Fund which funds
organizations providing legal and immigration assistance services to immigrants. The policies
proposed by HR 4928 would better equip refugees and immigrants to succeed in the United
States, the economic significance of which is emphasized by higher business creation rates for
immigrants. Los Angeles is home to the second largest undocumented immigrant population in
the nation, therefore, support for citizenship and integration assistance would have a major
impact on Los Angeles.
Support for HR 4928 which would establish the National Office of New Americans would be
consistent with past City efforts to provide assistance to immigrants, ensure equity to all
communities, and support for a pathways to legal residence.
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Attachments: 1. Resolution (Rodriguez - Huizar)

RULES, ELECTIONS & INTERGtMRNMENTAL RELATIOtiS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations
or policies proposed or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must have
first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, House Resolution (HR) 4928 would establish a National Office of New Americans in the
Executive Office of the White House to promote and support immigrant and refugee integration and
inclusion and coordinate efforts of federal, state, and local governments to support social, economic, and
civic integration of immigrants and refugees; and
WHEREAS, this legislation would establish a Federal Initiative on New Americans to coordinate federal
response to address issues that affect the lives of new immigrants, refugees, and communities with
growing immigrant and refugee populations; and
WHEREAS, HR 4928 would create a Legal Services and Immigration Assistance Grant Program to
support organizations that provide direct immigration assistance to (hose in need of immigration
screening, know-your-rights education, assistance in applying for citizenship, lawful permanent resident
status or other legal status (DACA, TPS, asylum, etc.), or those seeking relief from a removal order; and
WHEREAS, this legislation would create an English as a Gateway to Integration Program for
organizations that teach English or help individuals prepare for naturalization or earn a GED; and
WHEREAS, HR 4928 would create a Workforce Development Grant Program to ensure that immigrant
and refugee adults have equitable access to education and workforce programs that help equip them with
occupational skills needed to secure or advance in employment; and
WHEREAS, the Los Angeles City Council is dedicated to making the City a welcome and inclusive place
for all Angelenos regardless of citizenship or immigration status.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program
SUPPORT for House Resolution 4928 to establish the National Office of New Americans, to reduce
obstacles to United States citizenship, and to support the integration of immigrants and refugees into the
social, cultural, economic and civic life of our shared Nation.
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