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CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Koretz - Price) to include in the City’s 2019
2020 Federal Legislative Program OPPOSITION to the Environmental Protection Agency's
relaxation of environmental rules in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which would negatively
impact the health and welfare of the American people and the environment.
SUMMARY
Resolution (Koretz - Price) notes that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced
a series of sweeping rules changes in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. These changes include
lowered fuel economy and emissions standards for automobile manufacturers, relaxed
enforcement of pollution standards, and a rule that would ostensibly strengthen transparency in
regulatory science.
The Resolution recommends opposition to the EPA’s rule changes in response to the COVID-19
pandemic.
BACKGROUND
On March 31, 2020, the U.S. Department of Transportation and EPA released the final Safer
Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule setting corporate average fuel economy (CAFE)
and C02 emissions standards for model years 2021-2026 passenger cars and light trucks. The
Trump Administration’s SAFE Vehicles Rule requires automobile manufacturers to increase the
fuel efficiency of their fleet by 1.5% each year, with a target of 40 miles per gallon (MPG) by
2026. This is a drastic reduction of the Obama Administration’s rule, which required a 5% increase
in fuel efficiency each year, with a 54 MPG target by 2025. The rollback will significantly impact
the environment and worsen air pollution. The EPA's final rule report for the rollback states that
the rule "recognizes the realities of the marketplace and consumers’ interest in purchasing vehicles
that meet all of their diverse needs." The same report estimates that the rule changes will result in
$22 billion in economic damage and thousands of lost jobs. Estimates from other sources suggest
that the economic impact of the rollbacks might be more devastating than reported. Such a rule
change cannot be justified, as it will wreak havoc on the environmental, economic, and public
health of the United States.
On March 26, 2020, the EPA announced a policy change that would relax its enforcement of
pollution standards. The policy sets new guidelines for companies to monitor themselves for an

undetermined period of time; and the agency will not issue fines for violations of certain air, water
and hazard-waste reporting requirements if it determines that noncompliance could be associated
with the COVID-19 pandemic. This policy will endanger the lives of vulnerable Americans.
The EPA also issued a proposed rule change supposedly designed to strengthen transparency in
regulatory science. While this seems like a beneficial change at first, the proposed change has been
met with significant objection from the scientific community. Many scientists argue that the
proposed change will allow the EPA to neglect important and timely scientific studies in the name
of “transparency,” which will allow the EPA to proceed with rule-making that is not substantiated
by scientific study.
Harvard University has released a national study on long-term exposure to air pollution and
COVID-19 mortality in the United States. The study found that a small increase in long-term
exposure to particulate matter leads to a large increase in COVID-19 death rate. The study results
underscore the importance of continuing to enforce existing air pollution regulations to protect
human health both during and after the COVID-19 crisis. Studies like this make it clear that, in
many cases, environmental health measures are public health measures. The federal government
needs to take large steps to address the public health impact of COVID-19; announcing a series of
rule changes that would pollute the air during a respiratory disease pandemic only serves to
endanger the lives of Americans, especially those who are already vulnerable.
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Attachment: Resolution

resolution

KiJLES. ELECTIONS. INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

WHEREAS. any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal government body or agency must have
first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced a
sweeping relaxation of environmental rules in response to the COVID-19 pandemic; and
WHEREAS, the relaxation would allow power plants, factories and other facilities to determine for
themselves if they are able to meet legal requirements on reporting air and water pollution for an
undetermined period of time; and
WHEREAS, the policy sets new guidelines for companies to monitor themselves for an undetermined
period of time and the agency will not issue fines for violations of certain air, water and hazard-waste
reporting requirements; and
WHEREAS, the costs of cleaning up any pollution allowed by this policy will be externalized by
corporations onto public agencies, including the City of Los Angeles; and
WHEREAS, environmental groups and former Obama administration officials described the policy as an
unprecedented relaxation of rules for petrochemical plants, oil refineries and other major polluters; and
WHEREAS, the EPA should be guided by science when crafting and implementing policy and should put
the health and welfare of the American people and the environment ahead of industry interests; and
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has committed to aggressive climate emissions reductions and
environmental protections for the health of the City and its residents, the economic health of its
businesses, and the future of its children; and
WHEREAS, the Trump administration is actively and insidiously gutting environmental protections under
the cover of the COVID-19 outbreak, hoping nobody will notice; and
WHEREAS, taking any advantage of the coronavirus crisis to gut environmental protections in a time of a
climate emergency and a widespread biodiversity crisis is anti-science, immoral, illogical, dangerous and
just plain wrong;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program
OPPOSITION to the Environmental Protection Agency's relaxation of environmental rules in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic since this move would negatively impact the health and welfare of the American^'
people and the environment.
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