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Assistance Program (SNAP)

SUBJECT:

CEA RECOMMENDATION:
That the City Council:

1. Adopt Resolution (Ryu - Harris-Dawson) to include in the City’s 2019-2020 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislation or administrative action that would 
provide additional assistance and support for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), including the proposed Closing the Meal Gap Act of 2020; and

2. Adopt Revised Resolution (Blumenfield - Rodriguez) to include in the City’s 
2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislation or administrative 
action that would:

a. Make critical improvements to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) including boosting the maximum benefit byl5 percent, increasing the 
minimum benefit to $30 per month, and suspending rule changes to SNAP until 
the economy has fully recovered;

b. Expand programs to allow Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) use on additional 
grocery delivery platforms, and work with merchants to eliminate burdensome 
fees and minimum purchase requirements; and

c. Remove legislative and administrative barriers that limit SNAP participation in 
vulnerable groups such as military families, refugees, seniors, Tribal Nations, college 
students, and working families.
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SUMMARY
On April 29, 2020, two resolutions were introduced related to providing additional assistance 
and support for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). A summary of each 
resolution is provided below:

1. Resolution (Rvu - Harris-Dawson) to support additional assistance and support for 
SNAP

Resolution (Ryu - Harris-Dawson) (C.F. 20-0002-S62) notes that SNAP is a federal initiative 
that provides nutrition benefits to supplement the food budget of needy families so they can 
purchase healthy food and move toward self-sufficiency. While SNAP continues to provide 
essential nutritional support during the COVID-19 pandemic, the program is hindered by 
unnecessary legislative obstructions and is being overwhelmed by the increasing needs of those 
affected by the economic crisis.

The Resolution therefore requests support for legislation that would provide additional assistance 
and support for the SNAP, including proposed legislation from Senators Kamala Harris, Kristen 
Gillibrand, and Bemie Sanders entitled the Closing the Meal Gap Act of 2020.

2. Resolution (Blumenfield - Rodriguez) to remove barriers andprovide increased 
support for SNAP

Resolution (Blumenfield - Rodriguez) (C.F. 20-0002-S63) states that, according to MAZON: A 
Jewish Response to Hunger, as many as 60 million people are now food insecure as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. SNAP, which provides nutrition benefits to supplement the food 
budget of needy families, has proven to be one of the most effective federal programs to mitigate 
hardships for low-income families and stimulate a weak economy, and will be relied upon 
heavily during the COVID-19 crisis.

The Resolution notes that the State recently announced that SNAP's Electronic Benefit Transfers 
(EBT) are now eligible for use on Amazon and Walmart's food delivery platforms. This will 
allow immuno-compromised individuals who are forced to self-quarantine the ability to acquire 
groceries without putting themselves at risk of infection. However, the program places the 
burden of delivery fees and purchase minimums with the SNAP recipients.

Finally, the Resolution states that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) must expedite and 
streamline any and all waivers nationally to cut down on needless bureaucracy and reduce the 
administrative burdens on individual states to ensure that food assistance can be quickly made 
available to all in need during the COVID-19 crisis.

The Resolution as originally introduced was revised to conform to City Resolution format.
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BACKGROUND
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is a federal initiative that provides 
nutrition benefits to supplement the food budget of needy families so they can purchase healthy 
food and move toward self-sufficiency. SNAP is administered in the State as the CalFresh 
program. The program evolved from the federal Food Stamp Program that was first instituted in 
1939 and is run by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). In January 2020, the USDA 
reported that there were over 37 million participants in SNAP being provided an average 
monthly benefit of $120.24.

Food advocates have criticized SNAP for legislative obstructions that have made it more difficult 
for needy families to obtain essential benefits. Despite rampant food insecurity amongst all 
residents, these specific groups are being singled out as ineligible for essential benefits. For 
example, military families that have been granted a housing allowance for their service are 
having this allowance treated as income by SNAP, making it less likely that these households 
will qualify for assistance. Seniors, Tribal Nations, college students, refugees, and working 
families also face increased difficulty to become eligible for SNAP benefits.

Additionally, the federal government has recently amended SNAP eligibility requirements in a 
manner that makes it more difficult to obtain benefits. The new rule, which took effect on April 
1, 2020, restricts States from exempting certain work-eligible adults without dependents from the 
steady employment requirement in order to receive SNAP benefits. The USDA estimates that the 
change will reduce the number of participants in the SNAP program by 688,000 households.

The international outbreak of COVID-19 has created an unparalleled economic crisis for U.S. 
residents. According to the USC Center for Economic and Social Research, the COVID-19 
pandemic has caused a national unemployment rate of nearly 50 percent. This dire situation has 
resulted in a severe loss of income for countless American residents, making it extremely 
difficult to pay for the most basic of needs.

SNAP, already essential in the lives of tens of millions of Americans, is seeing a marked increase 
in demand and participation as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. In Los Angeles County, 
CalFresh participation nearly doubled from 9,060 in the third week ofMarch 2019to 17,532 
during the same period in 2020. Upgrading the provided benefits of the program would allow 
SNAP to supplement household food budgets more effectively during this difficult time and 
removing the program's barriers to eligibility would provide access for additional residents who 
desperately require nutritional assistance.

On April 29, 2020, Resolution (Ryu - Harris-Dawson) and Resolution (Blumenfield - Rodriguez) 
were introduced requesting the following revisions to SNAP:

- Increasing the maximum SNAP benefit byl5 percent
- Increasing the minimum SNAP benefit from $16to$30 per month
- Suspending administrative rule changes that would limit SNAP participant eligibility
- Removing barriers that prevent vulnerable groups from qualifying for assistance
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Additionally, Resolution (Blumenfield - Rodriguez) notes that on April 28, 2020, the State 
announced a pilot program that will allow SNAP's Electronic Benefit Transfers (EBT) to be used 
on Amazon and Walmart's food delivery platforms. This will allow immuno-compromised 
individuals who are forced to self-quarantine the ability to acquire groceries without putting 
themselves at risk of infection. However, the program places the burden of delivery fees and 
purchase minimums with the SNAP recipients. To expand this pilot program and prevent SNAP 
participants' precarious food budget from being taxed with burdensome fees, Resolution 
(Blumenfield - Rodriguez) seeks administrative action by USDA to expand these programs and 
work with merchants to eliminate fees and minimum purchase requirements.

On April 23, 2020, Senators Kamala Harris, Kristen Gillibrand, and Bemie Sanders announced 
the future introduction of the Closing the Meal Gap Act of 2020, legislation that expands and 
strengthens SNAP by increasing the baseline for benefits by30 percent, eliminating time limits 
for people struggling to find work from receiving benefits, and ending practices which 
discriminated against those who live and work in U.S. territories.

"At a time when the coronavirus pandemic is threatening millions oflives across the country and 
causing huge spikes in unemployment, we need to make sure our safety net is stronger than ever. 
That means making sure all Americans, including in our territories, have the food they need to 
feed their families," said Senator Sanders.

Alex Whitehead 
Analyst

Attachments: Resolution (Ryu - Harris-Dawson)
Revised Resolution (Blumenfield - Rodriguez)

4



R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, or 
policies proposed to or pending before a local, State, or federal governmental body or agency must first have been 
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating local effect, with 17,508 documented cases and 
797 deaths in Los Angeles County as of April 24, 2020, and the closure of countless non-essential businesses; and

WHEREAS, according to the USC Center for Economic and Social Research, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
caused an unemployment rate of over 50 percent and a severe loss of income for countless American residents, 
making it extremely difficult to pay for the most basic of needs; and

WHEREAS, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is a federal initiative that provides 
nutrition benefits to supplement the food budget of needy families so they can purchase healthy food and move 
towards self-sufficiency; and

WHEREAS, SNAP is being hindered by unnecessary legislative obstructions, including recent administrative 
rule changes that aim to reduce the number of residents eligible for SNAP and a barrier that prevents military 
families from qualifying for nutritional assistance; and

WHEREAS, SNAP continues to provide essential nutritional support during the COVID-19 pandemic, but the 
program is being overwhelmed by the increasing needs of those affected by the economic situation; and

WHEREAS, to enable SNAP to properly provide for the needs of residents, the initiative should be 
augmented to include enhancements and revisions such as:

- Increasing the maximum SNAP benefit by 15 percent;
- Increasing the minimum SNAP benefit from $16 to $30 per month;
- Suspending administrative rule changes that would limit SNAP participant eligibility;
- Removing the barrier that prevents military families from qualifying for SNAP assistance; and

WHEREAS, on April 23, 2020, Senators Kamala Harris, Kristen Gillibrand, and Bernie Sanders announced 
the future introduction of the Closing the Meal Gap Act of 2020, legislation that expands and strengthens SNAP by 
increasing the baseline for benefits by 30 percent, eliminating time limits for people struggling to find work from 
receiving benefits, and ending practices which discriminated against those who live and work in U.S. territories.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for 
any legislation or administrative action which would provide additional assistance and support for the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), including the proposed Closing the Meal Gap Act of 2020.

PRESENTED BY:
DAVID RYU
Councilmember, 4th District

SECONDED BY:arw



R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, or 
policies proposed to or pending before a local, State, or federal governmental body or agency must first have been 
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating local effect, with 23,182 documented cases and 
1,111 deaths in Los Angeles County as of April 30, 2020, and the closure of countless non-essential businesses;
and

WHEREAS, according to MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, 40 million Americans were food insecure 
prior to the pandemic, and as many as 60 million are now food insecure given unemployment rates and food bank 
data; and

WHEREAS, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is a federal initiative that provides 
nutrition benefits to supplement the food budget of needy families so they can purchase healthy food and move 
towards self-sufficiency; and

WHEREAS, the Congressional Budget Office has stated that SNAP expenditures not only benefit 
food-insecure families but also have been proven to support an economy during a recession; and

WHEREAS, unnecessary legislative obstructions have hindered SNAP, including recent administrative rule 
changes that aim to reduce the number of residents eligible for SNAP and a barrier that prevents specific groups, 
such as military families, refugees, and students, from qualifying for nutritional assistance; and

WHEREAS, on April 28, 2020, the State of California announced a pilot program that would make SNAP's 
Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) eligible for use on Amazon and Walmart's food delivery platform, allowing 
immuno-compromised individuals access to food with risking infection, but that this program places the burden of 
delivery fees and purchase minimums with the SNAP participants.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for 
any legislation or administrative action that would:

1. Make critical improvements to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) including 
boosting the maximum benefit by 15 percent, increasing the minimum benefit to $30 per month, and 
suspending rule changes to SNAP until the economy has fully recovered.

2. Expand programs to allow Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) use on additional grocery delivery 
platforms, and work with merchants to eliminate burdensome fees and minimum purchase requirements.

3. Remove legislative and administrative barriers that limit SNAP participation in vulnerable groups such 
as military families, refugees, seniors, Tribal Nations, college students, and working families.
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