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Resolution (Wesson - Price) related to support for condemnation of all forms of 
anti-Asian sentiment as related to COVID-19.

SUBJECT:

CEA RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt Resolution (Wesson - Price) to include in the City’s 2019-2020 Federal Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for HR 908 (Meng) and proposed Senate Resolution (Harris - Duckworth - 
Hirono) or any similar legislation or administrative action which would condemn all forms of 
anti-Asian sentiment as related to COVID-19.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Wesson - Price), introduced on May 6, 2020, notes that Census Bureau estimates 
from 2019 indicate that Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders account for 7 percent of the 
national population and 15.8 percent of the population ofLos Angeles County.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to profoundly impact the nation. The geographic origin of 
COVID-19, believed to be in Wuhan, China, has led to a rise in anti-Asian sentiment and 
hostility across the country. The disease has been given derogatory names such as the "Chinese 
Virus" and "Kung Flu," rhetoric which casts blame for the pandemic upon people of Asian 
descent. The Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council's Stop AAPI Hate initiative has noted a 
marked increase in reports of anti-Asian discriminatory action.

Two federal bills aim to condemn all forms of anti-Asian sentiment related to COVID-19. HR 
908 (Meng), introduced on March 25, 2020 and pending in the House Committee on the 
Judiciary, and proposed Senate Resolution (Harris - Duckworth - Hirono), denounce 
manifestations or expressions of racism, xenophobia, discrimination, violence, vandalism, 
scapegoating, and ethnic or religious intolerance against Asian Americans as related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Therefore, the Resolution seeks to include in the City Council's 2019-2020 Federal Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for HR 908 (Meng) and proposed Senate Resolution (Harris - Duckworth - 
Hirono) or any similar legislation or administrative action which would condemn all forms of 
anti-Asian sentiment as related to COVID-19.



BACKGROUND
As ofMay 8, 2020, COVID-19 has accounted for 29,427 documented cases and 1,418 confirmed 
deaths in Los Angeles County alone. Secretary ofHealth and Human Services Alex Azar stated 
on February 27, 2020 that "ethnicity is not what causes the novel coronavirus." However, 
anti-Asian sentiment and acts of discrimination have increased dramatically during the 
pandemic.

The geographical origin of COVID-19, believed to be in Wuhan, China, has led to the use of 
derogatory rhetoric such as the "Wuhan Virus" and "Kung Flu." This discriminatory language 
has not stayed confined to individual acts of anonymous racism: starting with a Coronavirus 
Task Force briefing on March 16, 2020, President Donald Trump began using the term "Chinese 
Virus" to refer to COVID-19.

On March 19, 2020, the Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council (APPPC) launched the Stop 
AAPI Hate initiative in order to track incidents of COVID-related discrimination against Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders. On April 24, 2020, APPPC released a report in which the group 
stated that they had received 1,497 reports of such discrimination since the launch of the 
initiative, with 58 percent of these incidents occuring in New York and California. Russell 
Jeung, Ph.D., chair and professor of Asian American Studies at San Francisco State University, 
noted in the APPPC report that "the high number ofhate incidents, especially assaults, reflects 
the impact of China-bashing by politicians."

On March 25, 2020, U.S. Representative Grace Meng introduced HR 908 that calls for the 
condemnation of all forms of anti-Asian sentiment as related to COVID-19 and cites recent 
incidents of discrimination, violence, and vandalism against Asian residents. HR 908 has been 
referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.

Similarly, on April 2, 2020, Senators Kamala Harris, Tammy Duckworth, and Mazie Hirono 
announced their intention to introduce similar legislation, calling for the condemnation of all 
manifestations or expressions of racism, xenophobia, discrimination, anti-Asian sentiment, 
scapegoating, and ethnic or religious intolerance. This bill has yet to be introduced in the Senate.
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Attachment: Resolution (Wesson - Price)



SOtfiS! ELECTIONS & INTEfiGOVERNIENTAL RELATION!)RESOLUTI

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, or 
policies proposed to or pending before a local, State, or federal governmental body or agency must first have been 
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, according to Census Bureau estimates from 2019, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 
account for 7 percent or 23,000,000 of the population in the United States, and over 1,500,000 Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders account for 15.8 percent of the population in Los Angeles County; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating local effect, with 13,816 documented cases and 
617 deaths in Los Angeles County as of April 20, 2020, and the shuttering of countless businesses; and

WHEREAS, the geographic origin of COVID-19, believed to be in Wuhan, China, has resulted in the use of 
derogatory anti-Asian terminology related to the virus including the use of terms such as "Chinese Virus," "Wuhan 
Virus," and "Kung-flu," rhetoric that casts blame at people of Asian descent for the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on February 27, 2020, Secretary ofHealth and Human Services Alex Azar stated “ethnicity is 
not what causes the novel coronavirus” and that it is inappropriate and inaccurate to call COVID-19 the “Chinese 
Virus;” and

WHEREAS, reports of anti-Asian discrimation have skyrocketed since January 2020, with the Asian Pacific 
Policy and Planning Council's Stop AAPI Hate reporting centers documenting over 1,100 accounts of coronavirus 
discrimination against Asian Americans across the country between March 19 and April 3, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, U.S. Representative Grace Meng introduced H.R. 908 that calls for the 
condemnation of all forms of anti-Asian sentiment as related to COVID-19 and cites recent incidents of 
discrimination, violence, and vandalism against Asian residents; and

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2020, Senators Kamala Harris, Tammy Duckworth, and Mazie Hirono announced 
their intention to introduce similar legislation, calling for the condemnation of all manifestations or expressions of 
racism, xenophobia, discrimination, anti-Asian sentiment, scapegoating, and ethnic or religious intolerance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City ofLos Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT 
H.R. 908 (Meng) and proposed Senate Resolution (Harris-Duckworth-Hirono) or any similar legislation or 
administrative action which would condemn all forms of anti-Asian sentiment as related to COVID-19. 3*fit?
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