City of Los Angeles

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT
CITY CLERK

CALIFORNIA
PETTY F. SANTOS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

\JOS

&

K3

OFFICE OF THE
CITY CLERK
200 N. SPRING STREET, ROOM 360
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012
(213) 978-1020
FAX: (213) 978-1027
clerk.lacity.org

m
OE D

ERIC GARCETTI
MAYOR

November 10, 2020
Honorable Members of the
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c/o Office of the City Clerk
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SUBJECT: SENATE BILL 970 IMPACT ON MUNICIPAL ELECTION DATES
Honorable Members:

SUMMARY
The Office of the City Clerk (City Clerk), in consultation with the Office of the City Attorney (City
Attorney), is recommending an updated amendment to the Los Angeles City Election Code. The
amendment is due to the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 970 (Senator Tom Umberg), which affects
the date of Statewide Gubernatorial Primary Elections. Beginning in 2022, the Gubernatorial
Primary Elections will be held in June of even-numbered years, and will continue every fourth
year (2022, 2026, 2030, etc.). Meanwhile, Presidential Primary Elections will continue to be held
in March of even-numbered years, every fourth year (2024, 2028, 2032, etc.).
Since the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk (RR/CC) now conducts the Los
Angeles City (City) municipal elections, SB 970’s passage will impact the City’s consolidated,
municipal election dates during the years of the Gubernatorial Primary Elections. This creates
two scenarios to consider.
1. If municipal election dates during Gubernatorial Election years are to continue on the second
Tuesday after the first Monday in March, the RR/CC would have to conduct a standalone,
municipal election, resulting in significantly higher costs for the City.

2. If municipal elections are consolidated with the Gubernatorial Primary Election to be held on
the second Tuesday after the first Monday in June, there are logistic and economic advantages
for the City since the RR/CC would already be conducting an election; therefore, this seems
the most efficient, logical, and cost-effective option. However, it would cause the City to modify
its dates for candidate qualification and ballot measure activities to align with the June Election
dates, every four years.
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To ensure that the City can adapt its election schedules with those of the Statewide and National
Primary Elections (should it choose to do so), the Los Angeles City Charter and the City Election
Code were examined for any necessary modifications.
While the City Charter and City Election Code both define the dates for Primary Nominating
Elections as being held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of every evennumbered year [City Charter §401(b) and City Election Code §401(b)], there are provisions in
both the City Charter and City Election Code, which allow for a variation from that day. City
Charter §401(b) states that Council may, by ordinance, specify different dates for the Primary
Nominating and General Municipal Elections so that they may be held on the same dates as the
Statewide Primary and General Elections. City Election Code §401(c) also states that Council
may adopt an ordinance specifying different dates for the Primary Nominating and General
Municipal Elections so that they may be held on the same dates as the Statewide Primary and
General Elections. Per advice from the City Attorney, the option established in Charter § 401(b)
can be implemented by adopting an ordinance amending the City Election Code to codify ongoing
election date adjustments.
The recommended amendment summary and proposed language is included in Attachment 1,
and an example of the June Primary Election candidate filing and ballot measure activities
calendar is in Attachment 2.

RECOMMENDATION
That the City Council instruct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to make an amendment to
the City Election Code to maintain a March Primary and a November General Election for those
years in which a Presidential Primary Election is conducted, as well as to change to a June
Primary and a November Run-Off Election for those years in which a Gubernatorial Primary
Election is conducted.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Approval of the revised City Election Code and change in election preparation dates will have no
impact on the City’s General Fund.
If you have any questions regarding this impact analysis of SB 970, or the proposed amendment,
please contact me directly at (213) 978-1020.
Sincerely,

Holly L. Wolcott
City Clerk
Attachments
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ATTACHMENT 1
BACKGROUND
The following are strikeout and revised versions of the City Election Code Section 104.

Sec. 104. Established Election Dates and the Classification of Elections.
(a) Elections held in the City are the Primary Nominating Election, the General Municipal Election
and Special Elections.
(b) Primary Nominating Elections for City offices and the Board of Education shall be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in March in every even-numbered year, and General Municipal
Elections shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of every evennumbered year. that is evenly divisible by four. In even-numbered years not evenly divisible by
four, the Primary Nominating Elections for City offices and the Board of Education shall be held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June.
(c) General Municipal Elections for City offices and the Board of Education shall be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of even-numbered years.
(€) (d) Pursuant to Charter Section 401(b), in the event the State changes the Statewide Primary
or General Election date, the Council may adopt an ordinance specifying different dates for the
Primary Nominating and General Municipal Elections so that they may be held on the same dates
as the Statewide Primary and General Elections.
(d) (e) Special Elections shall be held on the dates established by the ordinances calling those
elections and shall otherwise be held and conducted, and the returns shall be canvassed,
announced and declared, in the same manner as other elections and pursuant to the applicable
laws and processes of the jurisdiction conducting the election.

2020 CITY ELECTION CODE AMENDMENT
Sec. 104. Established Election Dates and the Classification of Elections.
(a) Elections held in the City are the Primary Nominating Election, the General Municipal Election
and Special Elections.
(b) Primary Nominating Elections for City offices and the Board of Education shall be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in March in every even-numbered year that is evenly divisible
by four. In even-numbered years not evenly divisible by four, the Primary Nominating Elections
for City offices and the Board of Education shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in June.
(c) General Municipal Elections for City offices and the Board of Education shall be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of even-numbered years.
(d) Pursuant to Charter Section 401(b), in the event the State changes the Statewide Primary or
General Election date, the Council may adopt an ordinance specifying different dates for the
Primary Nominating and General Municipal Elections so that they may be held on the same dates
as the Statewide Primary and General Elections.
(e) Special Elections shall be held on the dates established by the ordinances calling those
elections and shall otherwise be held and conducted, and the returns shall be canvassed,
announced and declared, in the same manner as other elections and pursuant to the applicable
laws and processes of the jurisdiction conducting the election.

ATTACHMENT 2

Below is a sample of the June 2022 candidate and measure deadlines affected by the change to
election dates. Generally, all tasks itemized below normally occur three months before these time
frames:

Date
1/8/2022
2/2/2022
2/7/2022
2/12/2022
2/16/2022
3/9/2022
3/14/2022
3/17/2022

Proposed Dates for June 7, 2022 Gubernatorial Primary Election
Day of
E-minus
Activity
week
date
Residency deadline: must be a resident within the
Saturday
E-150
district for which candidacy is sought.___________
Last Day for Council Motion to place measures on
Wednesday
E-125
ballot.
First day to file Declaration of Intention to Become a
Monday
E-120
Candidate (DOI)._____________________________
Last day to file/withdraw DOI; first day to obtain/file
Saturday
E-115
Nominating Petitions._________________________
Last Day for Council to adopt Resolution for ballot
Wednesday
E-110
measures.
Last day to obtain/file Nominating/Supplemental
Wednesday
E-90
Petitions.
Last day to withdraw candidacy; last day to file ballot
Monday
E-85
arguments.___________________________________
S.O.S. Randomized Alpha Draw (order of candidates
Thursday
E-82
to appear on the ballot).________________________

3/19/2022

Saturday

E-80

Last day to certify candidates for the ballot.

3/24/2022

Thursday

E-75

Last day to file rebuttal arguments.

3/29/2022

Tuesday

E-70

Last day for CLA to file Impartial Summaries; last day
for CAO to file Financial Impact Statements.________

4/8/2022

Friday

E-60

Last day for Ordinance to call election.

4/11/2022

Monday

E-57

First day to file as a Write-In Candidate.

5/23/2022

Monday

E-15

Last day to register to vote.

5/24/2022

Tuesday

E-14

Last day to file as a Write-In Candidate; last day to file
petitions in-lieu of filing fee.______________________

6/7/2022

Tuesday

E-0

ELECTION DAY!

7/5/2022

Tuesday

E+28

Last day of Official Canvass (Certified Results).

