RULES, ELECTKWS&(NTERGOVERNMEKTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council
with ttie concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, with the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, life is particularly challenging for
low-income families and the communities we serve in Los Angeles, especially those who have
lost jobs and lack resources to purchase necessities; and
WHEREAS, Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) has operated the largest food relief
effort in the country by providing over 20 million meals to date to entire households as part of its
coronavirus response; and
WHEREAS, an average of440,000 meals are distributed each day to children and adults in need,
with no reimbursement for approximately 27% of the meals that are distributed to student’s
families and adults; and
WHEREAS, LAUSD has incurred further costs for teacher training in distance learning,
devices and free hotspots to bridge the digital divide to provide all students an equal opportunity
to learn, expanded summer school for all students, and costs associated with adapting staff to
respond to this unprecedented challenge; and
WHEREAS, in total, LAUSD estimates spending approximately $540 million for its COVID-19
response efforts through August 14% 2020; and
WHEREAS, LAUSD will spend close to $200 million to provide meals for students, their
families, and adults in the community, of which only one quarter is estimated to be eligible for
reimbursement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture under the School Nutrition Program; and
WHEREAS, LAUSD is facing a budget shortfall as a result of these efforts to provide
equitable access to education and food to all of its students and their families; and further efforts
to ensure proper functioning and safety protocols are in place when schools resume; and
WHEREAS, beyond the inherent good of education, providing adequate funding for
schools during the COVID-19 pandemic is essential to address die critical needs of students and
their parents during this time;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal
Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislation and/or administrative action that would
expand and provide reimbursement to the Los Angeles Unified School District for its
coronavirus response, including die meal program for both students and adults, hazard pay for
employees working at risk, teacher training, and efforts to provide equitable access to education
by bridging the digital divide.
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PRESENTED BY:

BOB BEUMENFIELD,
Councilmember, District 3
SECONDED BY:

