
RULES, ELECTIONS, AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONSRESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or 
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal government body or agency must have first been 
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, oil and gas extraction is ubiquitous in California and particularly in Los Angeles neighborhoods 
where it occurs dangerously close to homes, schools, hospitals, businesses and houses of worship; and

WHEREAS, oil and gas extraction produces toxic air pollutants, including volatile organic compounds like 
benzene and formaldehyde, fine and ultra-fine particulate matter, and hydrogen sulfide. Exposure to fine 
particulate matter, in particular, is associated with an increase in mortality rates from COVTD-19, a risk that may 
be heightened by shelter-in-place policies; and

WHEREAS, studies link proximity to oil and gas wells to a host of health impacts, including increased risk of 
asthma and other respiratory illnesses, pre-term births and high-risk pregnancies, some kinds of cancers, and 
depression and other adverse mental health outcomes; and

WHEREAS, nearly five and a half million Californians - mostly people of color - live within one mile of an oil 
or gas well and are therefore unjustly exposed to these health risks; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 345 has been introduced by Assemblymember Muratsuchi intending to mandate that the 
California Geological Energy Management Division (CalGEM) complete the public health and safety rulemaking 
begun in 2019, provide resources and venues for impacted communities to participate in the rulemaking, and 
establish health and safety buffer zones between oil and gas wells and sensitive land uses; and

WHEREAS, oil and gas extraction is an inherently incompatible land use around homes, schools and hospitals; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles, with the creation of its Petroleum Administrator office and the introduction 
of a number of motions over recent years, has been actively working to protect the public from the health and 
safety hazards of oil and gas extraction, including establishing an effective health and safety buffer zone around 
oil and gas extraction sites; and

WHEREAS, as long as AB 345 continues to align with the City’s goals, the City should strongly support it;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT 
for AB 345 (Muratsuchi), which will protect children and families in communities across Los Angeles and 
across California from the health and safety hazards associated with oil and gas extraction.
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