
RULES, ELECTIONS, AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONSRESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or policies proposed to 
or pending before a local, state, or federal government body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by 
the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, despite Statewide efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, climate-exacerbated catastrophic wildfires continue to 
wreck destruction on the property and lives of both Northern and Southern Californians, resulting in economic losses of billions of 
dollars in damages, insurance costs, and rebuilding costs; and

WHEREAS, the LNU Complex fire, currently burning, has destroyed at least 500 structures, and burned more than 300,000 acres, 
greater than the size of Rhode Island, and inflicted substantial damage to two iconic areas: the Big Basin Redwoods State Park and 
Armstrong Woods State Natural Reserve; and

WHEREAS, wildfire mitigation and house hardening efforts are essential to protect communities within wilderness areas 
throughout the State and the City as we continue to move into a worsening climate emergency situation; and

WHEREAS, existing law establishes the Wildfire Fund to pay eligible claims arising from a covered wildfire and requires the 
commission to initiate a rulemaking proceeding to consider using its existing authority to require certain electrical corporations to 
collect a nonbypassable charge from its ratepayers to support the fund; and

WHEREAS, studies have shown that the tragic rate of unemployment across California can be reduced by creating tens of 
thousands of new positions, across the entire wage spectrum, to help California reduce fire risk; examples include jobs to manage 
vegetation and restore landscapes, various skilled trades for home hardening, as well as engineering for back up energy supplies;
and

WHEREAS, State Assemblymember Richard Bloom, et al, has introduced Assembly Bill 1659, the Wildfire Prevention and 
Community Resilience Act of 2020, which intends to provide funding to address wildfire prevention by creating an expenditure plan 
for wildfire reduction and community resilience; and

WHEREAS, revenues generated should help reduce the risk and frequency of blackouts, which are a clear public safety and 
economic issue with widespread adverse effects, especially to seniors, those dependent on medical devices that require reliable 
electricity, and schools, businesses, hospitals, and other essential institutions; and

WHEREAS, the transfer of $500 million from the Surplus Money Investment Fund to the Wildfire Prevention and Community 
Resilience Fund should be used to address the urgent needs for worker training that can help address the current and ongoing 
wildfire emergency in California; and

WHEREAS, the City and State need to continue their work to reduce fire risk, make the landscape more resilient to wildfire and 
climate change, help residents with home hardening, undertake ecosystem restoration across all vegetation types, and develop 
workforce to achieve and maintain these objectives over time.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the 
City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1659 (Bloom, et al), 
which will enact the Wildfire Prevention and Community Resilience Act of 2020 and increase safety from catastrophic 
wildfires particularly among the City’s hillside communities.

SECONDED BY:PRESENTED BY:
MIKE BONIN (verbal) 
Councilmember 11th District

PAUL KORETZ (verbal) 
Councilmember, 5th District


