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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, an official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect legislation, rules, regulations 
or policies, proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal government body or agency, must have 
first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor;
and

WHEREAS, Sections 16524.6 to 16524.10 of the Welfare & Institutions Code will be updated to ensure 
that all child victims are treated equally, inclusive of both sex and labor trafficking; and

WHEREAS, unlike California, at least 15 other states have included child sex and labor trafficking in 
their definitions of child abuse, paving the way for services for all trafficked children through the child 
welfare system; and

WHEREAS, California leads the nation in all forms of human trafficking, focusing on child sex 
trafficking for data collection, training and resource allocation but must build on the work already done 
to ensure that trafficked children in the child welfare system do not remain unidentified and underserved;
and

WHEREAS, a recent study found that more youth were labor trafficked than sex trafficked 
demonstrating that child labor trafficking is a significant problem in California, and in Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, the dynamics of both sex and labor trafficked children appear very similar with traffickers 
exploiting vulnerable people’s desperation and isolation; and

WHEREAS, updating child welfare’s response to child sex and labor trafficking can be done with 
existing resources to ensure specialized services plans are inclusive of both sex and labor trafficking;
and

WHEREAS, AB 1985 would provide the City with the additional tools needed to continue to combat 
human trafficking and help rectify disparate treatment to ensure trafficked children do not remain 
unidentified and underserved;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles include in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for 
AB 1985 (Rubio), which would update Welfare & Institutions Code Sections 16524.6 to 16524.10 to 
ensure that all child victims are treated equally, inclusive of both sex and labor trafficking.
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