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Resolution (Ryu - Bonin) to include in the City’s 2019-2020 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for legislative or Gubernatorial action that would relax 
various housing enforcement measures in light of the COVID-19 pandemic

SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Ryu - Bonin) to include in the City’s 
2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for legislative or Gubernatorial administrative 
action that would relax housing enforcement measures and provide support for residents in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Ryu - Bonin), introduced on March 27, 2020, notes that the COVID-19 pandemic 
and subsequent Stay-At-Home Order have forced a temporary shutdown of large sectors of the 
economy in order to combat the virus. These emergency measures have resulted in significant 
financial impacts for businesses and individuals, including layoffs, reduced wages, the 
accumulation of late payment fees and other related expenses, and the inability to pay rent or buy 
basic needs. Temporary City policies and programs could serve to alleviate the financial harm to 
residents during the crisis by relaxing housing enforcement measures and providing support for 
residents at this time.

The Resolution therefore recommends support for legislative or Gubernatorial administrative 
action that would:

1) Place an immediate moratorium on rent increases, evictions and foreclosures, and 
cease executing writs of possession;

2) Implement an immediate moratorium on homeless encampment sweeps, which pose 
additional health risks and the disruption of consistent access to services and the ability 
for outreach and health workers to provide continuous care;

3) Implement a relaxation of parking enforcement Statewide in order to ensure 
Californians are not unnecessarily penalized, thereby incurring additional debt, during the 
Statewide Stay- At-Home Order;



4) Implement a suspension of rents and mortgages, including the accrual of interest, to 
provide financial relief for both landlords and homeowners;

5) Provide emergency rental or mortgage assistance to assist Californians who have lost a 
substantial share of their income during the public health emergency;

6) Call on financial lending institutions to suspend mortgage payments, providing 
financial relief to homeowners and landlords, and discontinue the accrual of interest on 
mortgages; and

7) Prohibit utility shut offs and rate increases, halt the application of utility related late 
fees, and reinstitute service to customers that have lost service during the 60 days prior to 
the effectuation of the Governor’s Stay-At-Home Order.

BACKGROUND
On March 19, 2020 Governor Gavin Newsom issued a Stay-at-Home Order related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which has been diagnosed in nearly 19,528 Los Angeles County residents 
as of April 27, 2020. The Governor's declaration limits Californians to only essential activities 
away from their home in order to minimize the congregation of large groups of people that may 
serve to spread the virus. These mitigation efforts were implemented to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 and protect the public health, and a recent report indicates that these measures are 
working: on April 7, 2020, the Governor's Office announced that the State's efforts to "flatten the 
curve" of new transmissions have resulted in a slowdown of new case reports across California.

The Governor's Stay-at-Home Order has also resulted in significant financial impacts, 
particularly to low and moderate-income Californians. The Resolution notes that working people 
across the State are facing layoffs, a reduction of wages or income, and the accumulation of late 
payment fees and other expenses, and are struggling to pay rent and buy basic necessities. Prior 
to the crisis, more than 40 percent of households in the County were spending over 30 percent of 
their income on rent and more than 60 percent of families with children were struggling to meet 
their basic needs. The COVID-19 pandemic is putting these already at-risk groups in a 
devastating economic predicament in the present and future.

Subsequent to the introduction of Resolution (Ryu - Bonin), the State, County, and City have 
taken action to provide relief to residents affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. On March 27, 
2020 the Governor issued an executive order banning the enforcement of eviction orders for 
renters affected by COVID-19 through May 31, 2020. The order prohibits landlords from 
evicting tenants for nonpayment of rent and prohibits enforcement of evictions by law 
enforcement or courts. It also requires tenants to declare in writing, no more than seven days 
after the rent comes due, that the tenant cannot pay all or part of their rent due to COVID-19.

Government entities have also taken action housing the vulnerable homeless population during 
the crisis. On April 3, Governor Newsom announced that federal stimulus funds would be 
applied toward sheltering homeless residents in 15,000 identified hotel rooms throughout the 
State. Subsequent to this announcement, the County announced its own goal of procuring an 
additional 15,000 hotel rooms to house residents. The estimated cost to secure 15,000 hotel



rooms in the County and staff the facilities is $195 million. Additionally, on March 18, 2020, 
Governor Newsom announced that $50 million in State funding would be used to purchase 1,300 
trailers from the Federal Emergency Management Agency to shelter residents.

Parking enforcement measures have been relaxed during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mayor Eric 
Garcetti announced that, through at least May 15, Department of Transportation officers would 
not penalize residents breaking restrictions relative to street sweeping in residential areas, 
parking near closed schools, or abandoned and oversized vehicles. The Mayor also announced a 
freeze on non-payment penalties for parking fines for 60 days, an extended grace period for 
residents dropping off or picking up groceries and goods, and an immediate extension on all 
deadlines for payment due until June 1.

While definitive legislative action has yet to be taken regarding the suspension of rent and 
mortgage, the federal and State governments have taken steps to provide relief to residents facing 
economic uncertainty. On March 19, 2020, the Federal Housing Finance Agency, which oversees 
mortgage brokers Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, ordered mortgage lenders to offer flexibility to 
homeowners by having mortgage payments reduced or suspended for up to 12 months. On 
March 26, 2020 Governor Newsom announced that four of the five major U.S. banks, along with 
almost 200 state-chartered banks and credit unions, had agreed to put off collecting mortgage 
payments for up to 90 days from borrowers who can document that they have been affected by 
the crisis. Absent from the agreement was Bank of America, which has separately committed to 
a 30-day collection pause.

Explicit emergency rental or mortgage assistance has yet to be provided by government entities. 
However, under the recently approved the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act, H.R. 748), those with government-backed loans are now eligible for forbearance 
of up to a full year. As well, the CARES Act includes stimulus checks for individuals of up to 
$1,200, which are anticipated to cover necessary costs such as rent and mortgage payments.

Private utility companies and public utility entities in the State have also responded to consumer 
protection provisions enacted in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Electricity, Gas, Water 
and Sewer companies have agreed to a suspension of service disconnections due to non-payment 
during the crisis. These companies include the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power,
Los Angeles Department of Sanitation, the Southern California Gas Company, and Southern 
California Edison. Additionally, several broadband internet and wireless cell phone service 
companies are offering free or low-cost internet access options in response to the crisis.

Additionally, the City has taken steps to initiate a program to provide relief to renters affected by 
the crisis. Motion (Martinez - Wesson), introduced on April 7, 2020, seeks to establish the 
COVID-19 Emergency Renters Relief Program to assist renters facing financial difficulties with 
rent subsidies. The Ordinance required to create the program's trust fund is scheduled for Council 
on April 29, 2020.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, The Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) stems from the same virus as the 
common cold and is a respiratory infection that may result in a fever, sore throat, cough and aches, 
and has shown a U.S mortality rate, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, of 
approximately 1.5 percent, and as of March 25,2020 the State of California had identified 3,006 
positive cases of COVID-19 in California, 799 of which have been diagnosed in Los Angeles 
County; and

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020 Governor Gavin Newsom declared a State of Emergency, 
allowing the State of California to deploy all available state and local resources to stem the spread of 
the virus while being able to access Federal resources, and on March 19, 2020 Governor Newsom 
issued a Stay-At-Home Order, limiting Californians to only essential activities away from their 
homes in order to the minimize the congregation of groups of people; and

WHEREAS, while this Order is necessary to slow the spread of COVID-19 and protect the 
public health, the combined effects of the virus and necessary public health measures have resulted 
in significant financial impacts, particularly to low and moderate-income Californians; and

WHEREAS, working people across California are facing layoffs, a reduction of wages or 
income, the accumulation of late payment fees and other expenses, and are struggling to pay rent and 
buy basic necessities, and with more than 40 percent of households in Los Angeles County spending 
over 30 percent of their income on rent and struggling to meet basic needs, and more than 60 percent 
of households with children struggling to meet basic needs, it is critical that we provide immediate 
relief and make every effort to safeguard our local, regional and state economies; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has moved swiftly to reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19 by instituting a Safer-At-Home Order to limit public gatherings and ramping up COVID- 
19 testing availability, and developing policies to protect Angelenos from the potential economic 
fall-out of the virus, such as implementing moratoriums on residential and commercial evictions, an 
economic relief package for small businesses impacted by the virus, the development of a potential 
city wide personal loan and rental assistance program, and the provision of financial assistance to 
non-profits that are providing personal loans and rental assistance to Angelenos impacted by 
COVID-19, and a relaxation of parking enforcement, among others; and

WHEREAS, while municipal and county efforts to protect the health and safety of 
Californians are commendable and much needed, creating policy at the local level during an 
emergency has the potential to create a patchwork of responses and approaches and confusion for 
Californians;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for legislative or Gubernatorial administrative action that would:

1) Place an immediate moratorium on rent increases, evictions and foreclosures, and cease 
executing writs of possession.
2) Implement an immediate moratorium on homeless encampment sweeps, which pose 
additional health risks and the disruption of consistent access to services and the ability for 
outreach and health workers to provide continuous care.
3) Implement a relaxation of parking enforcement statewide in order to ensure Californians 
are not unnecessarily penalized, thereby incurring additional debt, during the statewide Stay- 
At-Home Order.
4) Implement a suspension of rents and mortgages, including the accrual of interest, to 
provide financial relief for both landlords and homeowners.
5) Provide emergency rental or mortgage assistance to assist Californians who have lost a 
substantial share of their income during the public health emergency.
6) Call on financial lending institutions to suspend mortgage payments, providing financial 
relief to homeowners and landlords, and discontinue the accrual of interest on mortgages.
7) Prohibit utility shut offs and rate increases, halt the application of utility related late fees, 
and reinstitute service to customers that have lost service during the 60 days prior to the 
effectuation of the Governor’s Stay-At-Home Order.

David E. Ryu /
Councilmember, 4th District
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