
RULES, ELECTIONS 8> INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles is currently under the Safer at Home Emergency Order in 
response of the COVID-19 global pandemic. The economic impact has been far reaching and is yet to be 
fully determined. Residents from all walks of life have experienced decreased wages or lost jobs that 
contribute the to an inability to meet basic needs such as cover living expenses; and

WHEREAS, there is a high number of residents in Los Angeles are renters that were already rent 
burdened and living paycheck to paycheck. This means that even a small disruption to their income can 
lead to a situation where rent cannot be paid. The City of Los Angeles has put tenant protections in 
place to prevent the displacement of residents who are unable to pay their rent due to a COVID-19 
related incident. After the Declaration of Local Emergency is over, tenants will still need to pay the 
lawfully due rent within 12 months. For some tenants, this will be a difficult feat; and

WHEREAS, "Mom and Pop" landlords are an important part of the housing market and may not 
be in the financial position to fulfill their obligations without their rental income. While many banks are 
offering a 90-day mortgage deferment, often interest will still accrue and/or full payment is due at the 
end of the 90-day deferment period therefore the owner will still need to pay the mortgage with 
interest at a later date; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the City to find the balance and ensure both tenants and 
landlords are able to meet their financial obligations. At the same time the City must ensure that it too is 
able to meet its financial obligations and address the needs of all residents.

WHEREAS, the Federal government should provide funding for rental assistance to residents for 
rent due during the Local Emergency. This assistance could come in the form of a direct payment to 
form of a payment to the residents, a direct payment to landlords through a program similar to Section 
8, or a tax credit to landlords. Resources should be focused on residents who lost wages and are unable 
to pay their rent.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby include in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT 
for legislation or administrative action that would allocate additional Federal funding that could be used 
to support a rent relief program to assist residents in paying rent due during the Declaration of Local 
Emergency.

PRESENTED BY>
BOB BLUMENFIELD (/ 
Councilmember, 3[d District

k
SECONDED BY:

m 12020,


