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AB 1862 (Santiago - Bonta - Cervantes - Quirk-Silva)

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution (Rodriguez - Price) to include in
the City’s 2019 - 2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1862 (Santiago - Bonta Cervantes - Quirk-Silva), which would provide two years of tuition free enrollment in a California
State University or California Community College for students who have completed an associate’s
degree or received a fee waiver.
SUMMARY
On April 22, 2020, a Resolution (Rodriguez - Price) was introduced in Council to support AB
1862 (Santiago - Bonta - Cervantes - Quirk-Silva), which would add Section 89700.2 to the
Education Code, relating to public postsecondary education. The bill would prohibit the charging
of tuition, or mandatory system wide fees for enrollment, at a California Slate University (CSU)
for any academic year up to two years, to a California Community College transfer student who
has completed an associate’s degree or has received a waiver based on the California Promise
program. The Resolution states that by 2030 California will be facing a shortage of qualified
educated workers. The intent of this bill would serv e to address the shortage thereby benefiting the
state and the economy. The Resolution, therefore, seeks an official position of the City of Los
Angeles to support AB 1862 (Santiago - Bonta - Cervantes - Quirk-Silva), to provide two years
tuition free public postsecondary education.
BACKGROUND
On September 9,2015, the College Promise Campaign was launched under President Obama. Over
200 College Promise programs have been established across the Country, as a higher education
initiative to facilitate public postsecondarv education. The California Promise Program was
established September 21.2016 with the adoption of SB 412. Under the Program, colleges pledge
to facilitate graduation in four years for freshman and two for transfer students that are California
residents. Another Promise program is the California Community College Promise, formerly
known as the Board of Governors Fee Waiver (BOGW), which allows Community College
enrollment fees to be waived for qualifying students. The job market is highly competitive, and a
high school diploma is not sufficient in the current workforce. As stated in SB 412, by 2030
California will fall 1.1 million short of college graduates to meet the state’s economic needs,
therefore higher education should be easily accessible. The high cost of tuition, living expenses,
and loans prevents many Americans from attaining a degree. Many students are low-income, first
generation college students, or from an underrepresented minority group. The intent of the
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California Promise program is to increase graduation rates at CSU campuses and increase
graduation rates.
Under existing law, the California State University Board of Trustees administer the State
University system’s postsecondary education program. The law authorizes the Board of Trustees
to require payment of fees, rents, deposits, and charges for services and materials associated with
the State University system. As previously noted, California Community Colleges are authorized
to waive some or all the fees for two academic years for qualifying students. Under the proposed
AB 1862, California State Universities would also follow these guidelines. The bill would prohibit
California State Universities from charging tuition or fees for enrollment, for two academic years
to qualifying students.
BILL STATUS
AB 1862

04/06/20
01/17/20
01/08/20
01/07/20

In committee: Hearing postponed by committee.
Referred to Com. on HIGHER ED.
From printer. May be heard in committee February 7.
Read first time. To print.

Kimberly Tejada
Analyst

SMT:kat
Attachments:

Resolution (Rodriguez - Price)
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RESOLUTIOMILES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, or
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted
in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, the California State University (CSU) system, the State of California’s higher education system, is
the nation’s largest public education system, encompassing 23 campuses and serving approximately 482,000 students
annually; and
WHEREAS, the CSU system has been funded by the State General Fund and tuition costs, but declining State
financial support has resulted in rising costs borne by smdents, costs that are compounded by the increasingly
unsustainable cost of living in California; and
WHEREAS, for low-income students, the barrier of tuition payments alone can be the deciding factor separating
them from the opportunity provided by higher education; and
WHEREAS, currently pending before the California State Assembly is AB 1862 (Santiago - Bonta - Cervantes Quirk-Silva) which would provide two tuition free years of enrollment in a California State University for a California
Community College student who has completed an associate’s degree or received a fee waiver; and
WHEREAS, existing law provides for two tuition free years at a California Community College, and with a
rapidly increasing number of community college students transferring to the CSU system, it is imperative that measures
be taken to secure a pathway to an affordable baccalaureate degree; and
WHEREAS, the numerous benefits of a bachelor’s degree include a higher average income and lower rates of
unemployment, and have become critical for remaining competitive in an increasingly complex and technologically
specialized global economy; and
WHEREAS, by 2030 California will face a substantial shortage of university graduates, and increased
demand for highly educated workers will outweigh the number of qualified applicants available, having severe
economic implications for the state; and
WHEREAS, because CSU students largely remain in California after graduation, comprising one of every ten
employees in the State, facilitating an affordable path to higher education will ensure that the skills and knowledge
acquired at CSU’s benefit both residents and the State economy; and
WHEREAS, California must take innovative steps to mitigate the costs inhibiting students from obtaining a
college education, encourage students to pursue higher education, increase graduation rates, and preserve a valuable
pathway to upward mobility and opportunity;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1862
(Santiago - Bonta - Cervantes - Quirk-Silva) which would provide two tuition free years of enrollment in a California
State University to a California Community College student who has completed an associate’s degree or received a fee
waiver.
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