
i<'JLES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, California has long been recognized as a biodiversity hotspot due to its unique 
geography, climate, geologic history, and size; and

WHEREAS, the ongoing extinction event, which has been fueled by humans impacts on 
the environment and climate, poses an existential threat to California’s unique species; and

WHEREAS, it is now more important than ever for the global community to unite to 
preserve biodiversity in order to maintain the ecosystems, upon which a number of factors rest, 
including the availability of natural resources, the climate, and water quality; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity is a multilateral treaty 
with a variety of goals, including the conservation of biodiversity and implementation of 
sustainable use practices by its members; and

WHEREAS, despite being one of the largest and most biodiverse countries in the world, 
the United States has failed to take a leadership role in the global fight to preserve biodiversity, 
and has not ratified the treaty to become an official party; and
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the £sBB9fr Convention on Biological Diversity in Kunming, China provides 

California an opportunity to act in its best interest by taking leadership on the issue of biodiversity;
WHEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes into its 2019-2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for California’s participation in the United Nations Convention 
on Biological Diversity as an official observer and member of the Advisory Committee on 
Subnational Governments.

PRESENTED BY:
DAVID E. RYU 
Councilmember, 4th District
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