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CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Ryu - Price) to include in the City’s 2019-2020
State Legislative Program SUPPORT for California’s participation in the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity as an official observer and member of the Advisory
Committee on Subnational Governments.
SUMMARY
The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (Biodiversity Convention) is a
multilateral treaty with a variety of goals, including the conservation of biodiversity and
implementation of sustainable use practices by its members. Despite being one of the largest and
most biodiverse countries in the world, the United States has failed to take a leadership role in the
global fight to preserve biodiversity, and has not ratified the treaty to become an official party.
California is a global biodiversity hotspot, and home to more species of plants and animals than
any other state. The preservation of biodiversity is important to maintain balance in the ecosystems.
Climate stability, availability of natural resources, and water quality are all heavily influenced by
the well-functioning of an ecosystem. Ecosystems cannot function without maintaining
biodiversity.
The Resolution recommends support for California’s participation in the Biodiversity Convention.
BACKGROUND
The Biodiversity Convention has an Advisory Committee on Subnational Governments that allows
smaller governing bodies to serve in an advisory role to the Convention. The Biodiversity
Convention notes the unique importance of subnational governments for achieving positive
environmental and ecological outcomes. Actions at the local level can have direct results,
particularly so given the disproportionately large ecological footprint of cities. In 2010, the
Biodiversity7 Convention adopted a Strategic Plan for Biodiversity for 2011-2020. A new strategic
plan will be developed for the years following 2020 at a future Convention.
California’s participation in the Biodiversity Convention is merited by its unique status as a
subnationa! government with particularly high biodiversity. There is precedent for such
participation, as California is involved in a number of global forums that the United States
government neglects. The federal government’s chronic inability to serve as a global leader, or

even to participate, on environmental and ecological issues should not continue to harm
California’s diverse people, plants, and animals. Further, California’s leadership on the issue could
serve as an impetus for the United States government to ratify the treaty and become an official
party of the Biodiversity Convention.
This is a special moment to take leadership on the issue of biodiversity, as the Earth is enduring
one of the most significant and concentrated mass extinction events in the planet’s history.
Anthropogenic causes, such as climate change, rapid development, and population growth have
threatened global biodiversity at unprecedented levels. In order for California to act in its best
interest, it should work to participate at the Biodiversity Convention in an advisory capacity. Doing
so would help to make California a considered stakeholder during the development of a new
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity. Failure to participate in such an important discussion could result
in significant consequences to California’s people, plants, and animals, which are facing constantly
increasing pressure from a wide range of sources.
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Attachment: Resolution

kUUES, elections, intergovernmental relations
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with
the concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, California has long been recognized as a biodiversity hotspot due to its unique
geography, climate, geologic history, and size; and
WHEREAS, the ongoing extinction event, which has been fueled by humans impacts on
the environment and climate, poses an existential threat to California’s unique species; and
WHEREAS, it is now more important than ever for the global community to unite to
preserve biodiversity in order to maintain the ecosystems, upon which a number of factors rest,
including the availability of natural resources, the climate, and water quality; and
WHEREAS, the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity is a multilateral treaty
with a variety of goals, including the conservation of biodiversity and implementation of
sustainable use practices by its members; and
WHEREAS, despite being one of the largest and most biodiverse countries in the world,
the United States has failed to take a leadership role in the global fight to preserve biodiversity,
and has not ratified the treaty to become an official party; and
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WHEREAS, the £sBB9fr Convention on Biological Diversity in Kunming, China provides
California an opportunity to act in its best interest by taking leadership on the issue of biodiversity;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes into its 2019-2020 State
Legislative Program SUPPORT for California’s participation in the United Nations Convention
on Biological Diversity as an official observer and member of the Advisory Committee on
Subnational Governments.
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