
), INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, while physical domestic abuse is a crime and the state has taken proactive 
steps to combat it, the law is weak when it comes to some non-physical forms of abuse, such as 
coercive control; and

WHEREAS, coercive control is an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation 
and intimidation or other abuse that is used to harm, punish, or frighten victims; and

WHEREAS, abusers use coercive control to make their victims dependent by isolating 
them from outside support, exploiting them, depriving them of independence and regulating their 
everyday behavior; and

, WHEREAS, coercive control creates invisible chains and a sense of fear that pervades all 
elements of a victim’s life, and deprives them of their personal liberty; and

WHEREAS, as society’s understanding of domestic abuse grows to include things like 
coercive control, laws must be changed as well; and

WHEREAS, SB 1141 (Rubio) would address this issue by making it a crime for a person 
to deprive or violate the personal liberty of a spouse, cohabitant, fiance, someone with whom the 
person has an engagement or dating relationship, or someone who is the father or mother of the 
offender’s child by means of coercive control; and

WHEREAS, this bill would expand protections for victims, and ensure that abusers face 
justice, no matter what type of abuse they employ;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019 - 2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 1141 (Rubio) which would make it unlawful for a person 
to deprive or violate the personal liberty of a spouse, cohabitant, fiance, someone with whom the 
person has an engagement or dating relationship, or someone who is the father or mother of the 
offender’s child by means of coercive control.
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DAVID E. RYU I 
Councilmember, 4th District
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