
' ELECTIONS. INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONSJU
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence 
of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, The Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) stems from the same virus as the 
common cold and is a respiratory infection that may result in a fever, sore throat, cough and aches, and 
has shown a U.S mortality rate, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, of 
approximately 1.5 percent; and

, . WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020 President Trump declared a national emergency in response to
tile coronavirus pandemic, hnd as of April 20, 2020 nearly all fifty States have enacted some level of 
statewide restriction on business and travel activity in order to stem the spread of the coronavirus; and

WHEREAS, the subsequent drop in economic activity related to the coronavirus pandemic and 
the statewide restrictions have lead to a dramatic increase in levels of unemployment, and approximately 
22 million American citizens have filed for unemployment in the four weeks prior to April 11, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2020 President Trump announced plans to issue a “temporary 
suspension of immigration into the United States,” that will last for 60 days and will apply to individuals 
seeking permanent resident status in the United States, and stated that this suspension is intended to “take 
care of the American worker,”; and

WHEREAS, the majority of immigration visas are issued for family members of U.S. citizens or 
permanent residents, and many are granted to individuals who already have jobs lined up in the United 
States, or are currently enrolled in educational institutions, and numerous studies have concluded that 
immigration has little or no adverse effect on wages and unemployment, and in fact a one percentage 
point increase in the share of the labor force comprised of immigrants is associated with a small decrease 
in the unemployment rate of U.S. native-born citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles, the State of California, and the United States of America 
depend on and is made up of immigrants from all walks of life who contribute greatly to our economy, 
society, and national identity; and

WHEREAS, over one-third of the Los Angeles population is foreign bom, and approximately 44 
percent of the Los Angeles County workforce, and the City of Los Angeles has long worked to protect 
our City’s immigrant population by developing and promoting policies and services that defend 
immigrant communities.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal 
Legislative Program OPPOSITION to legislative, administrative or executive action that would suspend 
or freeze immigration to the United States.

PRESENTED BY:
DAVID E. RYU 
Councilmember, 4th District
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