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Expansion of Cannabis Testing for LawSUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Martinez - Rodriguez - Price) to 
include in the City’s 2019-20 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 1244 
(Bradford) which would authorize licensed testing laboratories to receive and test 
samples of cannabis or cannabis products from law enforcement, prosecuting, and 
regulatory agencies.

SUMMARY: On April 29, 2020, Resolution (Martinez - Rodriguez - Price) was 
introduced in support of SB 1244 (Bradford), which would authorize licensed testing 
laboratories to receive and test samples of cannabis or cannabis products from law 
enforcement, prosecuting, or regulatory agencies in order to test cannabis or cannabis 
products. The Resolution states that the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation 
and Safety Act (MAUCRSA) requires cannabis and cannabis products to be tested by 
licensed testing laboratories prior to their distribution in order to ensure that these 
products are free of contaminants and safe for consumer-use. The Resolution indicates 
that licensed cannabis testing laboratories are prohibited from acquiring or receiving 
cannabis or cannabis products unless it is from a commercial or medicinal cannabis 
licensee. As a result, licensed cannabis testing laboratories are currently prohibited from 
receiving samples of cannabis or cannabis products from law enforcement, prosecuting, 
and regulatory agencies.

Therefore, the Resolution seeks an official position of the City of Los Angeles to support 
SB 1244 (Bradford), which would authorize licensed testing laboratories to receive and 
test samples of cannabis or cannabis products from a state or local law enforcement 
agency, and prosecuting or regulatory agencies.

BACKGROUND: Per the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act 
(MAUCRSA), licensed testing laboratories ensure that testing of cannabis and cannabis 
products occur prior to their distribution to licensed retailers, microbusinesses, or 
nonprofits. The testing of cannabis and cannabis products prior to distribution is 
conducted in order to analyze their chemical profile and ensure that these products are 
free of contaminants, such as pesticides and heavy metals, or additional additives. 
Pursuant to the MAUCRSA, licensed testing laboratories are only authorized to acquire



or receive samples of cannabis or cannabis products from commercial and medicinal 
cannabis licensees.

In performing their regulatory duties, law enforcement, prosecuting and regulatory 
agencies are tasked with licensing cannabis businesses and ensuring their compliance 
with local and state regulations. Furthermore, these agencies are also tasked with 
identifying and shutting down illicit businesses that may be detrimental to the legal 
marketplace, as well as the health and safety of consumers. Due to the existing limitations 
within the MAUCRSA, law enforcement and regulatory agencies are currently prohibited 
from accessing these laboratories and sending cannabis or cannabis products for testing 
when performing their regulatory duties.

In order to reconcile these issues, SB 1244 (Bradford) would amend the MAUCRSA to 
include provisions that would allow State-licensed testing laboratories to receive and test 
samples of cannabis or cannabis products from a state or local law enforcement agency, 
or a prosecuting or regulatory agency. SB 1244 would serve as an important deterrent to 
operators who are selling illicit and untested cannabis or cannabis products by 
demonstrating that these agencies have an efficient means to test these products for 
contaminants.

Support for SB 1244 (Bradford) would be consistent with past and current City support 
for State legislation that further enhances local jurisdictions’ ability to perform their 
regulatory duties.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal government body or agency 
must have first bean adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA) 
authorizes a person who obtains a state license to engage in commercial and medicinal cannabis 
activities, including testing laboratories that test cannabis and cannabis-related products; and

WHEREAS, as required by existing law, cannabis and cannabis-related products are tested by 
licensed testing laboratories prior to their distribution in order to ensure that these products are free of 
contaminants and safe for consumer use; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the MAUCRSA, licensed cannabis testing laboratories are prohibited 
from acquiring or receiving cannabis and cannabis-related products except from a commercial or 
medicinal cannabis licensee; and

WHEREAS, currently pending before the State Legislature, SB 1244 (Bradford) would authorize 
licensed testing laboratories to receive and test samples of cannabis or cannabis-related products from a 
state or local law enforcement agency, or a prosecuting or regulatory agency; and

WHEREAS, SB 1244 would provide an important deterrent to the selling of illicit and untested 
cannabis and cannabis-related products by putting operators on notice that prosecutors have an efficient 
means to test these products for their chemical profiles and contaminants;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for SB 1244 (Bradford) which would authorize licensed testing laboratories to 
receive and test samples of cannabis or cannabis-related products from a state or local law enforcement 
agency, or a prosecuting or regulatory agency.
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SENATE BILL No. 1244

Introduced by Senator Bradford

February 20, 2020

An act to amend Section 26104 of the Business and Professions Code, 
relating to cannabis.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1244, as introduced, Bradford. Cannabis testing laboratories.
Existing law, the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and 

Safety Act (MAUCRSA), which includes the Control, Regulate and 
Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act (AUMA), an initiative statute enacted 
by the voters at the November 8, 2016, statewide general election, 
provides for the licensure and regulation of commercial cannabis 
activity, including testing laboratories. Existing law prohibits licensed 
testing laboratories from acquiring or receiving cannabis or cannabis 
products except from a licensee in accordance with MAUCRSA, except 
as provided.

This bill would authorize a licensed testing laboratory to receive and 
test samples of cannabis or cannabis products from a state or local law 
enforcement, or a prosecuting or regulatory agency in order to test the 
cannabis or cannabis products.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no. 
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 26104 of the Business and Professions 
2 Code is amended to read:

26104. (a) A licensed testing laboratory shall, in performing 
4 activities concerning cannabis and cannabis products, comply with
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1 the requirements and restrictions set forth in applicable law and
2 regulations.

(b) The bureau shall develop procedures to do all of the 
4 following:

(1) Ensure that testing of cannabis and cannabis products occurs
6 prior to distribution to retailers, microbusinesses, or nonprofits
7 licensed under Section 26070.5.

(2) Specify how often licensees shall test cannabis and cannabis 
9 products, and that the cost of testing cannabis shall be borne by

10 the licensed cultivators and the cost of testing cannabis products
11 shall be borne by the licensed manufacturer, and that the costs of
12 testing cannabis and cannabis products shall be borne by a
13 nonprofit licensed under Section 26070.5.

(3) Require destruction of harvested batches whose testing
15 samples indicate noncompliance with health and safety standards
16 required by the bureau, unless remedial measures can bring the
17 cannabis or cannabis products into compliance with quality
18 assurance standards as specified by law and implemented by the
19 bureau.
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(4) Ensure that a testing laboratory employee takes the sample
21 of cannabis or cannabis products from the distributor's premises
22 for testing required by this division and that the testing laboratory
23 employee transports the sample to the testing laboratory.

(c) (1) Except as provided in this division, a testing laboratory
25 shall not acquire or receive cannabis or cannabis products except
26 from a licensee in accordance with this division, and shall not
27 distribute, sell, or dispense cannabis or cannabis products, from
28 the licensed premises from which the cannabis or cannabis products
29 were acquired or received. All transfer or transportation shall be
30 performed pursuant to a specified chain of custody protocol.

(2) A testing laboratory may receive and test samples of
32 cannabis or cannabis products from a state or local law
33 enforcement, or a prosecuting or regulatory agency in order to
34 test the cannabis or cannabis products.

(d) A testing laboratory may receive and test samples of cannabis
36 or cannabis products from a qualified patient or primary caregiver
37 with a valid physician’s recommendation for cannabis for medicinal
38 purposes. A testing laboratory shall not certify samples from a
39 qualified patient or primary caregiver for resale or transfer to
40 another person or licensee. All tests performed by a testing
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— 3 — SB 1244

laboratory for a qualified patient or primary caregiver shall be 
recorded with the name of the qualified patient or primary caregiver 
and the amount of cannabis or cannabis product received.

(e) A testing laboratory may receive and test samples of cannabis 
or cannabis products from a person over 21 years of age when the 
cannabis has been grown by that person and will be used solely 
for his or her personal that person’s use, as authorized pursuant 
to Section 11362.1 of the Health and Safety Code. A testing 
laboratory shall not certify samples from the person over 21 years 
of age for resale or transfer to another person or licensee. All tests 
recorded pursuant to this subdivision shall be recorded with the 
name of the person submitting the sample and the amount of 
cannabis or cannabis product received.
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