REPORT OF THE
CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST
DATE:

May 8, 2020

TO:

Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations
Committee

FROM:

SharoonM^sc^2'^' Chief Legislative Analyst

SUBJECT:

SUPPORT SB 970 (Umberg).

Assignment No: 20-04-0442

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached resolution to include in the City’s 2019-2020
State Legislative Program, SUPPORT for SB 970 (Umberg) which would change the date of the
statewide direct primary election to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June in evennumbered years in which there is no presidential primary.
SUMMARY
The attached resolution advises that the Los Angeles City Charter requires that district
boundaries for the City Council and Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Board be
redrawn every ten years following the decennial U.S. Census (Redistricting). Since the City has
consolidated its elections with those of the State and County, the primary constraint with regard
to completing the next Redistricting process relates to key dates determined by the State and the
Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder. The attached resolution further advises that the City
Council support SB 970, currently pending in the State Senate, which would change the date of
the Statewide direct primary to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June in even-numbered
years in which there is no presidential primary. This bill, if passed, would provide additional
time to allow the Redistricting Commissions and the Council to consider boundary revisions.
BACKGROUND
SB 568 (Lara) was passed in 2017, changing the date of the statewide direct primary election and
the presidential primary election to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March and would
continue the requirement that those elections be consolidated, beginning in 2019. The bill was
passed in an effort to improve California’s influence in presidential primary elections and to
pursue higher voter turnout in both direct and presidential primary elections.
Charter Amendments 1 and 2 approved by the voters in 2015 established that the City’s
municipal elections are now held in even-numbered years and consolidated with California State
elections conducted by the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder. Because the State moved its
primary elections to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March, the result is that the first
election to be held after the release of the 2020 Census will be held on March 8, 2022. As a result
of the move to consolidate City elections with State elections, the City was required to adjust its
schedule for redistricting City Council districts and LAUSD Board district boundaries. To align
those scheduled, the Charter was amended to require that the new boundaries be adopted no later
than December 31, 2021.

In order to redraw voting precincts, the County Registrar-Recorder has informed the City Clerk
that the City must provide revised City Council and LAUSD Board boundaries no later than
October 6, 2021 to be effective for the March 8, 2022 State primary election. To meet this
deadline, Redistricting Commissions will hold hearings starting October 2020 to deliver plans to
the City Council in April of 2021. Council would then adopt the plans in June 2021. The last day
to adopt final City Council and LAUSD Board district ordinances would be September 24, 2021,
with the provision of time for a second read of the ordinances on October 1, 2021.
SB 970 could revise this schedule to allow the Redistricting Commissions and City Council
additional time to develop their recommendations following the release of the 2020 Census data.
Using the revised primary election schedule, the Commissions would begin to meet in October
2020 and deliver their plans to the Council by June of 2021. The Council could then adopt the
plans by October of 2021, and the last day to adopt final district ordinances would be in
December 2021.
SB 970 would allow both the Commissions and the Council additional time to perform the
Redistricting process. Furthermore, given the uncertainty around the COVID-19 pandemic and
depending on emergency orders in place at the time, the additional time could help accommodate
such circumstances.
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