
RULES, ELECTIONS ft INTERSOVERIiMENnL RELATKNVS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency 
must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has had a devastating impact on the local economy; and

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation estimates that the Los 
Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim Metropolitan Statistical Area will lose 1.7 million jobs as a result of the 
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, small businesses with tight margins have seen their operations cease as a result of 
social distancing and shelter-in-place orders, resulting in the potential permanent closure of businesses of all 
kinds; and

WHEREAS, the nonprofit sector is also facing acute challenges, with declining donations and the 
suspension of services vital to the local community; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in the California State Senate is SB 939 (Wiener), which would 
prohibit the eviction of a tenant of commercial property, including a business or nonprofit organization, 
during the state of emergency proclaimed by the Governor on March 4, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the bill would further legislate that for certain small businesses and eating or drinking 
establishments, entertainment or performance venues, if the business has been affected by COVID-19, the 
business can modify its commercial lease, including terminating the lease without liability for future rent, 
fees, or costs; and

WHEREAS, this bill gives small businesses, the restaurant and entertainment industry, and 
nonprofits certainty that they will not be evicted due to events caused by no fault of their own;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program 
SUPPORT for SB 939 (Wiener), which would prohibit the eviction of a tenant of commercial property, 
including a business or nonprofit organization, during the state of emergency proclaimed by the Governor on 
March 4, 2020.
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