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WHEREAS, an official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or 
policies, proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal government body or agency, must have first been 
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, on December 16, 1966, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), contains perhaps the most significant declaration of 
the right to housing found in the entire body of legal principles that comprise international human rights law; and

WHEREAS, as of January 2020, the ICESCR has 170 State parties, although the United States is one of only 
four countries that has signed but not ratified the Covenant, and therefore still awaits a U.S. Senate ratification, nor 
has the United States also has not ratified any other covenant or law that would make a right to housing enforceable;
and

WHEREAS, New York City has a right to shelter law that compels the City to provide shelter to residents 
who are homeless by “reason of physical, mental or social dysfunction,” and the United States Interagency Council 
on Homelessness reports that while only 5 percent of New York’s homeless population lacks shelter, 75 percent of 
homeless people in the City of Los Angeles live on the streets; and

WHEREAS, on February 18, 2020, California Assembly Members Burke, Chiu and Gonzalez introduced 
AB 2405, which would declare that it is the policy of the State that every child and family has the right to safe, decent, 
and affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, a legal right to housing being recognized in California could dramatically influence spending 
priorities, improving the City of Los Angeles’s outlook for State funding for affordable housing and homeless 
shelters; which is suggested by the fact that in 2018 New York City allocated approximately $17,000 per homeless 
resident, according to a California auditor report from April 2018, whereas Los Angeles allocated only about $5,000 
per homeless resident; and

WHEREAS, as the federal government has not made an effort to recognize housing as a human right, the 
State would set a strong example for recognizing and supporting human rights for the rest of the country by passing 
AB 2405;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 
2405 (Burke), which would establish a right to housing for children and families in California.
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