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SUBJECT:

Resolution to support AB 1835 (Weber)

r

Council File No: 20-0002-S91
Assignment No: 20-09-0878

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Harris-Dawson - Price - Wesson - Martinez) to
include in the City’s 2019-2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1835 (Weber),
which would close a loophole that currently allows local education agencies and charter schools
to misappropriate funds that are earmarked for vulnerable student populations.
SUMMARY
School funding in California is determined by the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), which
allocates funding to schools based on a number of factors. One goal of the LCFF, which was
enacted in 2013, was to address the academic achievement gap. The academic achievement gap
refers to the strong correlations that exist between academic performance and certain student
subgroups, specifically with respect to socioeconomic status, race, language status, and gender.
Under the LCFF, local education agencies and charter schools can neglect to use the concentrated
funding designed to address the achievement gap one year, then the funds will rollover, without
restrictions, the following year. AB 1835 (Weber) would require school districts to report on any
unspent funds that were earmarked for students who are low-income, foster youth, or English
learners; and use these funds for these target groups.
The Resolution therefore recommends support for AB 1835 (Weber), which could ensure that
funding intended to benefit low performing students is used for its designated purpose.
BACKGROUND
The Resolution (Harris-Dawson - Price - Wesson - Martinez) notes that the United States public
K-12 education system continues to perpetuate existing cycles of inequality through discriminatory
funding practices. The discriminatory features of the American public education system have been
made particularly clear during the COVID-19 pandemic. Distance learning has widened the
academic achievement gap, and it is imperative that concentrated funding is secured to provide
assistance to the students who have suffered the most from the policy of distance learning.
The LCFF provides school districts with an additional 20 percent supplemental funding for each
English learner, low-income student, or foster youth. If the student groups targeted for assistance
make up slightly more than a majority of enrollment, districts receive additional concentration

money. These funding provisions were made in order to create a more equitable funding system
in education, but allowing these funds to rollover unrestricted has created a situation where the
targeted student groups are receiving a lower share of funding then they had previously received.
AB 1835 (Weber) would require districts and other local education agencies to identify any
unspent supplemental and concentration funds by annually reconciling the annual amounts of these
funds they include in their Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs) with the actual
amounts of funding the State reports apportioning to them. LCAPs are tools for local educational
agencies to set goals, plan actions, and leverage resources to meet those goals to improve student
outcomes. AB 1835 (Weber) would further require that unspent concentration and supplemental
funding would maintain its target designations when rolling over to the next year.
BILL STATUS
01/06/20
Introduced.
05/07/20
Passed by Assembly Committee on Education. Re-referred to Assembly
Committee on Appropriations. (Ayes 7. Noes 0.)
06/03/20
Passed by Assembly Committee on Appropriations. (Ayes 16. Noes 1.)
06/04/20
Read second time.
06/08/20
Read third time. Passed. Ordered to the Senate. (Ayes 75. Noes 0.)
07/29/20
Passed by Senate Committee on Education. Re-referred to Senate Committee on
Appropriations. (Ayes 7. Noes 0.)
08/20/20
Passed by Senate Committee on Appropriations. (Ayes 7. Noes 0.)
08/20/20
Read second time in Senate.
08/28/20
Read third time in Senate. Passed. (Ayes 39. Noes 0.)
09/04/20
Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 2 p.m.

Tristan Noack
Analyst
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Attachment: Resolution

RULES, ELECTIONS t INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, rules,
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the
concurrence of the Mayor; and
WHEREAS, the United States public K-12 education system continues to perpetuate existing
cycles of inequality through discriminatory funding; and
WHEREAS, discriminatory funding is one of the root causes for the achievement gap, which
describes the disparity in educational performance between students of different socioeconomic status,
race, or gender; and
WHEREAS, AB 1835 (Weber), introduced on January 6, 2020, would address funding
disparities by closing a loophole that presently allows local education organizations to roll over funds
earmarked for vulnerable students into their general funds; and
WHEREAS, the funding that will be protected by AB 1835 specifically targets student groups
who are English language learners, youth in foster care, and those from households with low incomes;
and
WHEREAS, passage of this legislation is especially timely given the toll that the COVID-19
pandemic has taken on district budgets, and the additional obstacles that vulnerable students have been
forced to overcome as a result of distance learning policies; and
WHEREAS, it is imperative that we take steps to address the achievement gap, which begins
with providing equitable funding and opportunities to students who have been systemically neglected;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes into its 2019-2020 State
Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1835 (Weber), which would close a loophole that currently
allows local education agencies and charter schools to misappropriate funds that are earmarked for
vulnerable student populations

PRESENTED BY:
MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON
Councilmember, 8th District
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