
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Date: January 28, 2020

Honorable City Council
c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall
Attention: Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee

To:

Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager^ 
Department of Transportation

From:

Subject: PARKING ENFORCEMENT PLAN TO ADDRESS IMPOUNDING VEHICLES USED AS 
DWELLINGS

SUMMARY

In response to Council File (CF) 20-0147-S7, this report outlines the process by which the Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LADOT) enforces and impounds abandoned and oversized vehicles and 
vehicles in which there is vehicle dwelling.

RECOMMENDATION

That the City Council APPROVE LADOT's parking enforcement policy for vehicles used as dwellings.

BACKGROUND

On March 16, 2020, in response to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, Mayor Garcetti declared 
a local emergency and relaxed parking enforcement across the City to support compliance with the 
Safer-at-Home order. As part of relaxed enforcement, LADOT ceased ticketing, booting, or towing 
abandoned, oversize, and scofflaw vehicles.

On October 1, 2020, City Council instructed LADOT to continue the current relaxed enforcement until 
October 15, 2020, but further delay impounding vehicles dwellings. City Council requested LADOT to 
report back with a next step plan for handling these types of impounds.

DISCUSSION

CF 20-0147-S7 directed LADOT to delay vehicle impounds for vehicles in which there is vehicle dwelling 
and report back with a next step plan. LADOT's parking enforcement policy for vehicles used as 
dwellings is a multiple step process that is sensitive to those experiencing homelessness and seeks driver 
compliance, if present, before issuing a citation or impounding the vehicle. The steps are as follows:

1. Seek Compliance: If a driver is present and occupying the vehicle, enforcement officers seek 
compliance by asking them to move the vehicle to comply with posted parking regulations. 
LADOT will not impound or tow a vehicle that is occupied. Per the Los Angeles Municipal Code
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(LAMC) Section 85.02, vehicle "means any motor vehicle, trailer, house car or trailer coach as 
defined by the California Vehicle Code."

Assess for Vehicle Dwelling: If a driver is not present or the vehicle remains illegally parked, 
enforcement officers make a dwelling assessment per the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) 
Section 85.02. Per the LAMC, a dwelling "means more than one of the following activities and 
when it reasonably appears, in light of all the circumstances, that a person is using a vehicle as a 
place of residence or accommodation:

Possessing inside or on a vehicle items that are not associated with ordinary vehicle use, 
such as a sleeping bag, bedroll, blanket, sheet, pillow, kitchen utensils, cookware, 
cooking equipment, bodily fluids. Obscuring some or all of the vehicle's windows. 
Preparing or cooking meals inside or on a vehicle. Sleeping inside a vehicle."

2.

a.

Report Vehicle Dwelling: If the vehicle appears to be a dwelling, the parking enforcement 
officer will not tow the vehicle, with exceptions noted below, and is to immediately notify 
his/her supervisor of the location and vehicle attributes.

Exceptions: Unoccupied vehicles that are traffic hazards, parked in peak hour or anti
gridlock zones, or Code 37 vehicles (non-felony stolen vehicles) shall be impounded 
immediately, regardless of any visible dwelling evidence.

3.

a.

Inform Unified Homelessness Response Center (UHRC): If a vehicle is determined to be a 
dwelling not in violation of any exceptions listed in 3.a, enforcement officers share the vehicle 
dwelling information with the UHRC so the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA), and/or other homeless services agencies that can respond 
to make their assessment and, if applicable, offer support services.

4.

Impound Vehicle: Once appropriate homeless services agencies are notified of a vehicle 
dwelling, LADOT is no longer involved in the vehicle assessment or potential impound. After 
LAPD assesses the vehicle and determines whether the vehicle is subject to tow, LAPD is 
responsible for any necessary impound.

5.

LADOT made a recent improvement to track reported vehicle dwellings and manually input the 
information in a database. This information is then shared with UHRC. LADOT is working with our 
citation processing contractor to create an automated process where information is captured and stored 
through the parking enforcement officer's handheld device.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

There is no fiscal impact as this report is informational.
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