
RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
MOTION

The 2020 California Primary Election is being conducted under new rules and regulations 
promulgated by the California Secretary of State. Among those are the California Voting 
System Standards (CVSS) which establish requirements for the development of voting systems 
by California counties, and the establishment of voting centers to replace precinct-level polling 
places.

In Los Angeles County, one of the key aspects of compliance is the home-grown Voting 
Solutions for All People (VSAP) computerized system. After several years of concept 
development, the County issued a Request For Proposals that led to the choice of Smartmatic 
USA to create the VSAP.

In January 2020, the Secretary of State published the results of independent security and 
functionality testing in advance of certifying the system for use in the March 3rd primary 
election. The results indicated that VSAP did not comply with approximately 40 requirements 
in the CVSS. Despite that, the Secretary's staff and the County stated their intention to mitigate 
the most serious shortcomings and violations, though not necessarily in time for the March 3rd 
election. The Secretary then certified the VSAP for use in Los Angeles County. The City of 
Beverly Hills has subsequently filed suit over VSAP.

After the issues with untested technology that arose in the recent Iowa Caucus, and with about 
half of the City Council's seats being contested in this election, the City has a strong interest in 
the functionality and security of VSAP, as well as the effectiveness of all the reforms to the 
administration of voting being undertaken for both the primary and general elections. Out of 
an abundance of caution, the City should closely monitor the proceedings and efficacy of the 
voting technology being used.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Clerk-Elections Division be instructed to undertake a high level 
of scrutiny of the March 3rd primary election, including the functioning of VSAP and the voting 
center system, and prepare a comprehensive after-action report to the City Council with 
recommendations for steps the City can take to ensure the security, functionality and 
convenience of voting in Los Angeles County and, specifically, the City of Los Angeles.
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