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Sycamore Bungalow Ct., Hist-Cultural Monument nomination

Karl Ramsey <koramsey@sbcglobal.net> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 15, 2020 9:49 AM

Dear Councilmember,

I am writing to urge you to support the designation of the Sycamore Bungalow Courts as an Historic- 
Cultural Monument, and have included you specifically as a member of the PLUM committee.

I understand they are in danger of being torn down, and on the eve of their 100 years anniversary this is a 
sad commentary on what value we place on history. I am a resident of Studio City, but I have close friends 
currently living here. I have also been at one time a resident of the immediate area and cherish that time 
and those memories. As an actor, I still frequent the Hollywood for work and for social events. The history 
evident in the architecture is one of the constants in an ever changing landscape, and an inseparable part 
of the aesthetic draw for me. Progress is inevitable, but some kind of historical preservation is vital for us 
all. The style and grace of the two-story bungalow court in the Spanish Colonial Revival was once a 
defining and flourishing architectural style for Hollywood. It is now growing more and more rare as 
developers continue to look for opportunities to make a profit.

Built in 1927, the Sycamore Bungalows are also significant for their association with the rapid 
development of Hollywood and its surrounding areas in the 1920s. These bungalows served as quality 
affordable housing within walking distance to the studios and related support services of the burgeoning 
movie industry. One of the bungalows was the home of Peter Mole, the pioneer of modern movie lighting, 
while he was first developing his groundbreaking company Mole-Richardson.

This beautiful 10-unit bungalow court still functions as affordable, rent-stabilized housing for its residents. 
The sanctuary it offers artists and residents below the wealthy class will be lost forever if we do not act 
now.

Thank you for your sincere attention,

Karl Ramsey 
Studio City, CA
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