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May 1, 2020 

 

Office of the City Clerk 

Vince Bertoni, Director of Planning 

Kevin Keller, 

Jenna Monterossa, LA City Planning 

Mike Feuer, City Attorney 

 

Via e mail 

 

RE: CF 20-0362 

TT-74990-CN-1A, CEQA: ENV-2017-3217-CE 

 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On March 23, I filed an appeal regarding 1509 1515 South Gramercy place of both the tract map 

and the environmental Notice of Exemption (NOE.)  

I am filing this appeal on my own behalf, as a longtime resident in the Historic West Adams 

District, and on behalf of my neighbors and fellow community stakeholders in West Adams and 

specifically the affected historical neighborhood, Angelus Vista. 

The appeal clearly states that we are challenging the use of a categorical exemption.   

SIXTH: On CEQA -- We are all concerned about the use of the categorical exemption. Please 

remember that this clearance is based on a State law, not any local policy discussion on what is 

or is not "vested.” Either a project is consistent with land use designations and policies in effect 

- or it is not. And if there is a potential impact on a potential historic resource, or a 

disagreement among experts as to whether a structure is historic, that, too, must be evaluated. 

For this project, a categorical exemption is not the appropriate environmental clearance. At 

minimum, further research and evaluation is required. 

The CEQA appeal time lines are different than the time lines for the tract map approval.   The 

city clerk erred when the following memorandum was submitted to “file.”  The City Clerk failed 

to follow the proscribed time lines for City Council action on CEQA appeals and the memo 

below should be immediately rescinded and the CEQA appeal time lines considered.   

City Clerk Memo to file, April 8, 2020: 

The purpose of this memo is to note for the record that, pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code 

Section 12.32.C.7, the full Council did not consider this item within the required time limit and 

lost jurisdiction of the matter on April 8, 2020. Therefore, the City Council did not take an action 
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on the appeal submitted by James R. Childs, North University Park Community Association, of a 

Categorical Exemption (ENV-2017-3217-CE) from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) and the approval of Tentative Tract Map No. (TT-74990-CN-2A) to permit the 

subdivision of one 13,146 square foot lot for the construction, use, and maintenance of an eight-

unit condominium with 18 parking spaces including two guest parking spaces, for the property 

located at 1509-1515 South Gramercy Place. (On March 3, 2020, the South Los Angeles Area 

Planning Commission failed to reach a consensus and a failed to act, which deems the denial of 

the appeal and affirms the determination of the Advisory Agency.) Council file 200362 is now 

closed. 

The CEQA appeal clearly falls under Public Resources Code Section 21151 (c):  

If a nonelected decisionmaking body of a local lead agency certifies an environmental impact 

report, approves a negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration, or determines that a 

project is not subject to this division, that certification, approval, or determination may be 

appealed to the agency's elected decisionmaking body, if any. 

The appeal of the NOE has not reached the time limitations under what are the City’s time 

requirements to act on a CEQA challenge.  The appeal was filed timely on March 17, six days 

from the date of the letter of determination.  The City Council has 75 days to consider the CEQA 

appeal. 

The CEQA appeal was filed timely, the appeal accepted and the fee was paid. 

Time to File an Appeal. Any appeal of an Environmental Determination made by a nonelected 

decisionmaking body or individual ("CEQA Appeal") shall be filed the earliest of: (i) prior to the 

expiration of ten (10) days following the filing of either a Notice of Exemption or Notice of 

Determination in compliance with CEQA; or (ii) one hundred and eighty (180) days following 

the Environmental Determination made by a nonelected decisionmaking body or individual if no 

Notice of Exemption or Notice of Determination is filed.1 

Further the City Council has 75 days to hear the matter:  

H. City Council Decision. Within seventy-five (75) days of the filing of a CEQA Appeal, City 

Council shall hear and decide the matter, or upon a determination that good cause exists, 

continue the matter for a reasonable period of time.2 

Stay of Project Approval. If a timely CEQA Appeal has been filed, then pending resolution of the 

CEQA Appeal, the action by the nonelected decisionmaking body or individual shall be stayed 

and no permits may issue and no work based thereon may proceed.3 

In addition to the failure to consider the CEQA appeal and apply the correct time limitations, I 

am aware of this action based on information provided to me by third parties rather than City 

officials.  The officials designated to carry out and process my March 17 appeal have yet to 

contact me either by phone, e mail, or US post.  As of this afternoon, 4 pm, I have received no 

                                                           
1 Ordinance No. 186254.  An ordinance adding Article 4 to Chapter XIX of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to 
establish a procedure pursuant to Section 21151(c) of the California Public Resources Code for appeals to the City 
Council from environmental determinations by certain nonelected decisionmakers. 
2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 
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notice whatsoever from the City informing me of the actions that have been taken regarding the 

appeal.      

The City Clerk memo of April 8 needs to be immediately rescinded and/or revised to reflect what 

is legally required under the California Environmental Quality Act 

Further, please advise whether the Notice of Exemption has been posted with the County of Los 

Angeles, the date of posting, and if posted, please provide a copy of posting.   

As I stated in my appeal:   Thank you very much for your consideration of this appeal… 

On behalf of the North University Park Community Association, a preservation and land use 

advocacy organization, and on behalf of all of my community neighbors in the Historic West 

Adams District. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Childs 

213 747 2526 

Jeanjim2341@att.net 

 

Cc: president@UNNC 

Hon. Herb Wesson, CD 10 

Jamie Hwang, CD 10 

Elizabeth Carlin, CD 10 

Andrew Westall 

Amy Minteer, Chatten-Brown, Carstens & Minteer 

preservation@westadamsheritage.org  

Laura Meyers 

 

mailto:Jeanjim2341@att.net

