
ENERGY, CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
MOTION

The Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) stems from the same vims as the common cold and is a respiratory 
infection that may result in a fever, sore throat, cough and aches, and has shown a world-wide mortality rate, according to 
the World Health Organization, of over 4 percent. As of March 24, 2020 the State of California had identified 2,266 positive 
cases of COVID-19 in California, 543 of which have been diagnosed in Los Angeles County.

On March 4,2020 Governor Newsom and Mayor Garcetti declared a State of Emergency, allowing the State of 
California and City of Los Angeles to deploy all available State and local resources to stem the spread of the virus while 
being able to access Federal resources. On March 12,2020, following State guidance, Mayor Garcetti issued a directive 
ordering City departments and agencies to take additional steps to help slow the spread of CO VXD-19, and the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power (LADWP) deferred disconnections for non-payment through the remainder of March 2020. 
LADWP is also working to restore water and power to residential customers whose services were disconnected within the 
last 30 days due to non-payment.

Subsequently, the Mayor issued an Order temporarily closing non-essential commercial businesses and 
implemented a temporary moratorium on evictions for non-payment of residential and commercial rents for tenants who 
have been impacted by COVID-19. On March 19, the Mayor issued a Safer-at-Home emergency order, which went into 
effect at 12:00 am on March 20,2020, calling on residents of the City of Los Angeles to stay in their homes and limit all 
activity beyond what is absolutely necessary for essential tasks.

While these orders are necessary to slow the spread of COVID-19 and protect the public health, the combined 
effects of the virus and necessary public health measures have resulted in significant financial impacts, particularly to low 
and moderate-income Angelenos. Working people across California are facing lay-offs and struggling to pay rent and buy 
basic necessities. With more than 40 percent of households in Los Angeles County spending over 30 percent of their income 
on rent and struggling to meet basic needs, and more than 60 percent of households with children struggling to meet basic 
needs, it is critical that we provide immediate relief and make every effort to safeguard our local, regional and State 
economies in the long-run.

Widespread loss of income will cause some of our most vulnerable individuals and families to fell behind on 
payments for basic services including water, gas, internet, phone service and electricity. Meanwhile, the City’s Safer-at- 
Home Order requires that Angelenos stay in their residences, thus potentially increasing water and power usage and 
incurring higher utility charges. The extent of the damage will depend on how quickly the virus is contained, the steps 
authorities take to contain it, how much economic support governments are willing to deploy during the health emergency’s 
immediate impact and aftermath, and our ability to free up consumer spending.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Water and Power (DWP) be requested to immediately report to the 
Council on methods and approaches, including the preparation of a draft Ordinance, to implement a cap on utility charges 
for residential and commercial customers, pegged to the amount of a customer’s most recent bill prior to the March 20, 
2020 effective date of the Mayor’s Safer-at-Homc Emergency Order, to be transmitted to the Board of Water and Power 
Commissioners and the Council for consideration, and effective until the end of the declared State of Emergency.

I FURTHER MOVE that the DWP be requested to report to the Council on immediate actions it can take to 
implement a moratorium on utility-related fines, fees, surcharges or other costs associated with non-payment due to 
COVID-19 impacts until the end of the emergency declaration, and granting customers up to 12 months to repay unpaid 
utility bills and/or the difference between charges paid and usage during the emergency declaration period.
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