
PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT
MOTION

The recent and sudden outbreak of the Coronavirus has caused unprecedented measures to 
be taken that has resulted in a virtual standstill of our daily lives. Under emergency declarations 
declared by the President of the United State, Governor of California, and Mayor of Los Angeles, 
non-essential businesses must not operate, and non-essential employees must work for home. It 
has also led to a staggering number of individuals losing their jobs or having reduced hours.

In addition, during the COVID-19 crisis the Council and its Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee have had their schedules substantially altered and reduced. It is not 
certain when a regular schedule will resume, or the number of the backlog of cases.

Restaurants and bars have suffered economically from the COVID-19 crisis since they are 
only authorized to operate as take away food establishments. Many of these establishments are 
awaiting hearings to renew the continued use of their land use entitlements granted a while ago. 
When these land use entitlements were granted, the city regularly included ‘sunset clauses’ that 
are no longer imposed on newer applicants because of business friendly streamlining implemented 
by the Planning Department.

To facilitate the economic sustainability of restaurants and bars, and to facilitate their 
economic recovery, these land use entitlement ‘sunset clauses’ should not be enforced for those 
establishments that were granted entitlements prior to the implementation of the Planning 
Department’s streamlining policy, and their public hearings should be waived provided they are 
not seeking a substantial modification of their conditions of approval, and secure a Letter of Non
opposition from the Police Department.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council REQUEST the Mayor, to issue an Executive 
Order, under the provisions of Administrative Code, Chapter 3, Section 8.29 (Promulgation of 
Emergency rules, regulations, orders and directives), to waive public hearings during the duration 
of the COVID-19 crisis only for existing restaurants and bars that have sunset clauses in their 
existing Conditional Use Permits (CUPs) for the serving of alcohol, and that are seeking renewal 
of those CUPs provided they are: (1) not seeking substantial modifications to their ‘Conditions of 
Approval’ and, (2) provide the Planning Department a ‘Letter of Non-opposition’ from the Police 
Department, given the uncertainty of not having regularly scheduled land use planning hearings.
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