
APPLICATION TO THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT - 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES (CUB)

APPLICANT: VALLARTA FOOD ENTERPRISES, INC. 
DBA: VALLARTA SUPERMARKET

PROPERTY: 16040 SHERMAN WAY 
VAN NUYS, CA 91406

REFERENCE: SALE OF A FULL LINE OF ALCOHOL FOR OFF-SITE CONSUMPTION IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE OPERATION OF A NEW 43,953 S.F. 
SUPERMARKET IN THE C2-1VL ZONE.

Summary of Request

Pursuant to L.A.M.C. Section 12.24-W,1, the Applicant Vallarta Food Enterprises, Inc. is seeking a 
discretionary approval to allow the sale of a full line of alcohol for off-site consumption in conjunction with 
the operation of a new supermarket located in the C2-1VL zone. The size of the supermarket is as 
follows; Rentable area (building footprint) 46,463 sf; Usable area (interior space) 43,216 sf. There is also 
a 280 sf patio area. There are 30 interior seats and 14 patio seats for patron on-site food consumption.
No on-site alcohol consumption is proposed anywhere on the site. The applicants have recently taken 
possession of the building which was previously a Toys R Us store, and are updating it to become their 
newest location. The new store will include a large produce section, meat counter and bakery, along with 
a large variety of pre packaged items, cleansers, etc. The applicants are also updating and restriping the 
existing parking areas. The property is located within a State Enterprise Zone and therefore must provide 
on-site parking at a ratio of 2 spaces per 1,000 sf. The applicant will provide at a minimum the required 
87 parking spaces. However they are working to fit additional spaces, and are hoping to provide up to 
150 parking spaces for the convenience of their tenants. Requested hours of operation are 7am to 11pm 
daily. The supermarket will be transferring an existing Dept of ABC Type #21 license to this location. The 
property is located within the C2-1VL zone, and is designated Community Commercial under the General 
Plan Land Use designations. It is located within the Van Nuys - North Sherman Oaks Community Plan, 
Council District 6, and the Los Angeles State Enterprise Zone.

Vallarta Supermarkets (Carniceria Vallarta) was founded in 1985 by Enrique Gonzalez Sr., who was later 
joined in the business by his four brothers, his son and a nephew. Their family roots and humble origins 
began in a very small town named Jalostotitlan, Jalisco, Mexico where meals from the four basic food 
groups (dairy, meat, grains, and vegetables) were not common to the Gonzalez family. The five brothers 
were raised on a meager farm the majority of their impressionable years. The parents instilled into their 
children at very young ages a strong work ethic which enabled them to overcome any obstacles that 
came their way. Subsistence farming was a normal way of life in this part of the world; everyone had to 
contribute to the daily activities to make ends meet for the household. When the opportunity arose to 
immigrate to the United States in the 1960’s, the Gonzalez family was thankful to stake their claim in the 
“land of opportunity”, the United States of America. The five brothers’ strong work ethic was immediately 
put to use by accepting jobs in restaurants, either as short order cooks or bussing tables. Even though 
some of the brothers were younger and still going to school, they all were working for wages to help the 
family make ends meet.

In 1985 Enrique Gonzalez Sr. began his journey into the grocery business when he opened the first 
Vallarta Supermarket (Carniceria Vallarta) in a comfortable 1,000 square foot market in Van Nuys, CA. 
With weekly sales of $3,500 - $5,000 and 5 employees, it was difficult to maintain. With the opening of the 
second store in Van Nuys, the other Gonzalez brothers began to get involved in the business. Vallarta 
Supermarkets embarked on an arduous, but successful adventure to build a reputation of service and 
excellence. The key to Vallarta’s success was the dedication of the ownership to focus on customer
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service with a smile, and to offer only the highest quality products to their customers. The Gonzalez family 
capitalized on serving the Hispanic community, a niche that was not addressed by the big chain stores. 
Vallarta Supermarkets offered a wide variety of Latin foods and products which could only be found at its 
store: meat cut to order Latin style (ranchera, diesmillo, lomo de res), spices, hot foods ready to eat, 
sweet breads made daily, and fresh produce in addition to everything else you would expect from a 
traditional grocery store.

Since then, Vallarta Supermarkets has grown to a total of 50 stores throughout California (Ventura, Los 
Angeles, San Bernardino, Kern, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Tulare, Orange and Fresno counties). The 
company employs approximately 8,000 employees. Vallarta Supermarkets intends to positively impact 
100 communities by the year 2030. That means opening new stores at a rate of 3 locations per year. As 
the business has grown, great customer service and providing the highest quality products at great prices 
has remained their constant goal. The Gonzalez family has adhered to their strong work ethic and has 
made it part of their company culture ensuring that all their employees strive for excellence. For over 25 
years Vallarta Supermarkets has maintained an image characterized by family values, service, 
cleanliness, beautiful decor, a pleasant shopping ambiance and a large variety of products in all 
departments. Vallarta Supermarkets offers its clientele exceptional quality, outstanding service and great 
prices that keep them coming back to the stores. The Gonzalez partners meet weekly to discuss business 
strategies and how to continue improving customer service.

GENERAL FINDINGS

i. That the project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood or will 
perform a function or provide a service that is essential or beneficial to the community, city, or 
region.

A full service supermarket is a proper use in this location and is a necessary component of any self 
sufficient neighborhood. The subject supermarket offers a complete line of goods for their patrons in the 
form of fresh produce, meat, dairy, on-site bakery, in addition to a full selection of sundries. The subject 
property is located at the intersection of two major arteries for the area, making it a convenient location for 
both patrons with vehicles and those using public transportation. The supermarket’s operating hours are 
reasonable at 6am to 11pm daily, thereby avoiding issues with a late night operation. A component of 
any modern supermarket operation is a complete line of goods available to their patrons. This allows 
patrons to purchase all their needs at one convenient location, without requiring multiple stops at different 
locations. The sale of alcoholic beverages in conjunction with the operation of a full service retail 
supermarket has become an expected component of this standard of operation. Allowing a large well 
established supermarket operator to offer a full selection of items, helps to ensure alcohol sales are 
conducted in a well vetted program with numerous operating safeguards in place. The applicant operates 
dozens of stores throughout the State of California and has an excellent record of compliance with those 
operations. This same responsible attention to safe sales will continue with this location.

ii. That the project’s location, size, height, operations and other significant features will be 
compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the 
surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare, and safety.

The subject commercial establishment is zoned C2-1VL located near the intersection of two major 
thoroughfares of Sherman Way and Woodley Ave. The property consists of three parcels with a total 
area of 124,258.6 s.f. The property is surrounded on three sides by public thoroughfares, including a 
large frontage along Woodley Ave., with a smaller frontage along Sherman Way, and an even lesser 
frontage on Gault St. Vehicular access to the site is available via both Woodley Ave. and Sherman Way. 
Properties to the north and west include a variety of commercial and retail uses, properties to the south 
and east include multi family residential uses.
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The subject property has housed a large retail operation since its construction in 1979. It was designed 
and developed to be compatible with the assorted commercial, retail and residential uses in the area.
The applicants have recently taken possession of the retail building, and are working to upgrade the 
property’s interior and exterior, to help bring it in line with it’s own corporate standards. However there will 
be no increase of the square footage of the building, or a change in the buildings overall footprint. 
Additionally, the site has sufficient on-site parking to avoid store patrons from occupying valuable street 
parking in the area.

The subject single story supermarket is proper in relation to adjacent uses of the community. The request 
for alcohol sales in conjunction with the supermarket will not conflict with other commercial neighbors and 
their patrons. With a responsible and experienced retailer such as the applicant, the subject request will 
not interfere with nearby residential properties. Imposition of suitable operating conditions by the Zoning 
Administrator, in addition to standard operating standards such as STAR Training, age verification 
devices, locked alcohol cabinets, security cameras and on-site security, will help ensure the operation 
does not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding neighborhood, or the 
public health, welfare, and safety.

iii. That the project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent and provisions of the General 
Plan, the applicable community plan, and any applicable specific plan.

A retail supermarket operation is a permitted use within this zone. The property is located within the Van 
Nuys - North Sherman Oaks Community Plan. While the plan is silent regarding the sale of alcohol, the 
sale of alcohol is permitted with the appropriate review and subsequent determination by the Zoning 
Administrator. The applicant operates dozens of stores within the state and has an excellent record of 
compliance with those operations. This same responsible attention to safe sales will continue with this 
location. With the operators adherence to the operating conditions set forth by the City of LA, LAPD and 
the Dept of ABC, applicant believes their operation as submitted will comply with the purpose, intent and 
provisions of the General Plan, and the Van Nuys - North Sherman Oaks Community Plan.

ADDITIONAL CUB FINDINGS

i. Explain how the proposed use will not adversely affect the welfare of the pertinent community.

A full service supermarket is a necessary component of any self sufficient neighborhood. The subject 
supermarket offers a complete line of goods for their patrons in the form of fresh produce, meat, dairy, 
on-site bakery, in addition to a full selection of sundries. The subject property is located at the 
intersection of two established commercial arteries for the area, making it a convenient location for both 
patrons with vehicles and those using public transportation. The supermarket’s operating hours are 
reasonable at 7am to 11pm daily, thereby avoiding issues with a late night operation. A component of 
the modern supermarket operation is a complete line of goods available to their patrons, including 
alcoholic beverages. This allows patrons to purchase all their needs at one convenient location, without 
requiring multiple stops at different locations.

The applicant and operator of the subject supermarket is well experienced in the operation of full service 
retail supermarkets. They operate dozens of stores within the state and have an excellent record of 
compliance with their governing jurisdiction. This same level of careful and professional operating will be 
applied in this location as well. The store management will work to quickly address any particular 
problems or issues with its operation. With this in mind, the applicants feel the continued operation of the 
supermarket with the responsible sale of alcoholic beverages will not adversely affect the welfare of the 
surrounding community.

ii. Explain how the approval of the application will not result in or contribute to an undue 
concentration of such establishments.
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This is a long established and densely populated area, and therefore has a number of businesses to 
serve the community including those that hold an ABC license. A full service supermarket with large 
sections for produce, meats, dairy, bakery, etc. is a necessary component. With this improved market 
operation, a complete selection of items available is also expected. This would include the responsible 
sale of alcoholic beverages. In addition, the applicant will be transferring an existing Dept of ABC Type 
#21 license from another store in the area, as opposed to introducing a new license into the area. With 
the imposition of suitable operating conditions by the Zoning Administrator, in addition to standard 
operating standards such as STAR Training, age verification devices, locked alcohol cabinets, security 
cameras and on-site security, will help ensure the operation remains compatible with community 
standards and proves to be a long term contributor to the health and success of the area.

With this in mind, we feel the approval of the subject request will not result in an undue concentration of 
ABC licensed establishments.

iii. Explain how the approval of the application will not detrimentally affect nearby residential 
zones or uses.

The Subject Property is located within the C2-1VL zone and designated for Community Commercial uses. 
A full service supermarket is a proper use at this location and will work to serve the many residents and 
those employed in the area. The patron entrance to the store is located on the west side of the building, 
facing away from the residential uses to the south and east. With the main parking area adjacent to the 
store’s entrance and abutting both Woodley Ave and Sherman Way, a majority of patron activities will be 
kept away from the residential uses.

As the sale of alcohol can be a sensitive issue, the applicants are taking steps and precautions to avoid 
causing any unnecessary effects to nearby residential uses. The store will have an extensive security 
camera system to assist in keeping the property safe. Operational precautions will also be maintained.
All managers and employees involved with the sale of alcohol will undergo LAPD’s own STAR Training 
program to educate them on the responsible sale of alcohol. The supermarket will maintain an age 
verification system to ensure all patrons attempting to purchase alcohol are of legal drinking age. As a 
corporate standard through all of their stores, all distilled spirits are located within a locked cabinet near 
the managers station at the front of the store. Only the on-site manager has a key to that cabinet. A 
patron will need to request an alcoholic beverage from the cashier or manager, and the manager will then 
escort them to the cabinet, unlock the cabinet and deliver the beverage to the cashier assisting them.
This process has nearly eradicated any danger with the shoplifting of alcoholic beverages.

The subject establishment is located at the intersection of two established thoroughfares for this part of 
the city. Along with those living and working in the vicinity of the supermarket, thousands of commuters 
travel past the property daily. A newly established and improved supermarket, with a complete selection 
of items serves the many people in the area by offering a convenient one stop location for all their daily 
needs. The inclusion of alcoholic beverages in these offerings can be done in a safe and responsible 
manner with the addition of suitable operating conditions. With this in mind, the applicant believes the 
inclusion of alcohol sales at the newly improved supermarket can be done without detrimentally affecting 
neighboring residential uses.

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE

a. What is the total square footage of the building or center the establishment is located in?

Total s.f. of the building footprint is 46,463 sf.

b. What is the total square footage of the space the establishment will occupy?
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The new supermarket occupies the entire 46,463 sf. building. The interior space is calculated at 43,216
sf.

c. What is the total occupancy load of the space as determined by the Fire Department?

Applicant is uncertain of exact occupancy load.

d. What is the total number of seats that will be provided indoors? Outdoors?

There are 30 interior seats and 14 patio seats. No on-site consumption of alcohol is proposed.

e. If there is an outdoor area, will there be an option to consume alcoholic outdoors.

No, no on-site consumption is proposed.

f. If there is an outdoor area, is it on private property or the public right of way, or both?

The outdoor area is located within the parcel.

i. If any outdoor area is on public right-of-way, has a revocable permit has been 
obtained?

N/A.

g. Are you adding floor area?

No, no new floor area is being added.

h. Parking

How many parking spaces are available on the site?i.

At a minimum, the applicant will provide the code required 87 on-site parking spaces. 
However they are hoping to provide as many as 150 on-site parking spaces for the 
convenience of their patrons.

Are they shared or designated for the subject use?ii.

They are for the subject store’s use.

If you are adding floor area, what is the parking requirement as determined by 
the Department of Building & Safety?
iii.

No floor area is being added.

Have any arrangements been made to provide parking off-site?iv.

No off-site parking spaces are being provided.

1. If yes, is the parking secured via a private lease or a covenant/affidavit 
approved by the Department of Building & Safety?

N/A
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2. Please provide a map showing the location of the off-site parking and the 
distance, in feet, for pedestrian travel between the parking area the use it is 
to serve.

N/A

3. Will valet service be available? Will the service be for a charge?

No, valet service is not planned.

i. Is the site within 1,000 feet of any schools (public private or nursery), churches, or parks?

There is one sensitive use within 600 feet of the project:

• Head Start Preschool & Child Care Center; 7224 Woodley Ave.

There is one sensitive use between 600 feet and 1,000 feet of the project:

• Little Acorns Grow Daycare Center; 7039 Gloria Ave.

j. For massage parlors and sexual encounter establishments, is the site within 1,000 feet of any 
other Adult Establishment as defined by LAMC 12.70 B17?

N/A.

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE OPERATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT

a. What are the proposed hours of operation and which days of the week will the establishment 
be open?

M Tu W Th F Sa Su

Proposed 
Hours of 
Operation

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

Proposed 
Hours of 
Alcohol 
Sales

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

7am to 
11pm

b. Will there be entertainment such as a piano bar, dancing, live entertainment, movies, karaoke, 
video games machines, etc..?

Pre-recorded music will be played over the in store speaker system.

c. Will there be minimum age requirements for entry? If yes, what is the minimum age 
requirement and how will it be enforced?

There is no minimum age requirement to enter the premises. However, all patrons who wish to purchase 
alcohol will be required to provide valid identification.
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d. Will there be any accessory retail uses on the site?

Yes, the business is a retail supermarket.

e. Security
How many employees will you have on the site at any given time?i.

There will be 5-35 employees on site at any given moment. Number of employees on site 
will be influenced in part by time of day, season and anticipated foot traffic.

Will security guards be provided on-site?ii.

No on-site security is proposed.

Has LAPD issued any citations or violations?iii.

No, the LAPD has not issued any citations or violations.

f. Alcohol

Will there be beer & wine only, or a full-line of alcoholic beverages available?i.

A full-line of alcohol will be available.

Will “fortified” wine (greater than 16% alcohol) be sold?ii.

Specialty wines with greater than 16% alcohol may be sold. However cheap, fortified 
wines such as “Thunderbird” will not be sold.

Will alcohol be consumed on any adjacent property under the control of theiii.
applicant?

No, alcohol will not be allowed to be consumed on adjacent properties.

Will there be signs visible from the exterior that advertise the availability ofiv.
alcohol?

The applicant will abide by all ABC regulations regarding the advertising of alcohol.

v. Food

1. Will there be a kitchen on the site?

The business does prepare some food items on site. However, the main focus 
of the business is a retail supermarket.

2. Will alcohol be sold without a food order?

The business is a retail supermarket, alcohol will be available for purchase 
without a food order.

3. Will the sale of alcohol exceed the sale of food items on a quarterly
basis?
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The sale of alcohol will not exceed the sale of food items on a quarterly basis.

4. Provide a copy of the menu if food is to be served.

While some food items are prepared on-site, no formal menu is proposed.

On-Sitevi.

Will a bar or cocktail lounge be maintained incidental to a 
restaurant?
1.

N/A, the subject request is for off-site sales.

2. Will off-site sales of alcohol be provided accessory to on-site sales 
(“Take Out”)?

The subject request is for off-site sales.

3. Will discounted alcoholic drinks (“Happy Hour”) be offered at any 
time?

N/A, the subject request is for off-site sales.

Off-Sitevii.

Will cups, glasses or other containers be sold which might be used 
for the consumption of alcohol on the premises?
1.

No, containers will not be sold for use of consumption of alcohol on the 
premises.

2. Will beer or wine coolers be sold in single cans, or will wine be sold in 
containers less than 1 liter (750 ml)?

Alcoholic beverages will be sold in predetermined quantities as delivered by 
the distributor. Pre-packaged quantities will not be broken up to allow single 
sales of those items.

Contact the CA Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC)viii.
regarding its requirements - http://abc.ca.gov

Caldera Bill (CA Business and Professions Code Section 23958 and 23958.4)

a. Is this application a request for on-site or off-site sales of alcoholic beverages?

This request is for the off-site consumption of alcoholic beverages.

i. If yes, is the establishment a bona-fide eating place (restaurant) or hotel/motel?

N/A, this request is for off-site consumption of alcoholic beverages.
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