
PUBLIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTIO

MOTION

The COVID-19 Pandemic has changed the daily course of life in Los Angeles. Policy 
changes have been implemented across the board from the public sector to the private sector, as 
institutions grapple with a changing atmosphere that emphasizes social distancing, and 
appropriate public safety measures. In some instances, medical providers with limited space 
have reached out requesting assistance to activate the public right-of-way in order to ensure 
quality and care for their clients.

The City of Los Angeles allows for usage of the vehicular and pedestrian right-of-way for 
various functions and events. Permits to allow for particular usage can take anywhere from three 
to six months depending on the complexity and nature of the request. A fast-tracking of requests 
from these medical providers to move certain functions onto the sidewalk or onto a closed street 
makes sense under certain conditions. This new “medical provider zone” would have the ability 
to override current conditions on the street, deemed safe by the Bureau of Street Services 
(StreetsLA) and the Department of Transportation (LADOT), for the purposes of better and more 
efficiently carrying out basic and urgent functions.

The Council should request a report back on how this process would work now, under the 
emergency declaration, and to provide in the report a set of recommendations on how to proceed 
with implementation to ensure that Council offices will be involved in the approval process.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Street Services, with the assistance of the 
Bureau of Engineering, the Department of Transportation, and any other necessary departments, 
be instructed to report on streamlining the review and approval process for street closures and 
parking enforcement changes to allow medical providers providing healthcare services to combat 
the COVID-19 outbreak to operate within the public right-of-way including on our City’s 
sidewalks.
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