
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
MOTION

The 2019-20 coronavirus pandemic threatens the health and wellbeing of millions of 
Angelenos by causing severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The 
outbreak was first identified in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, in December 2019. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) declared the outbreak to be a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern on January 30, 2020 and recognized it as a pandemic on March 11, 2020. 
As of April 1, 2020, more than 932,000 cases of COVID-19 have been reported in over 200 
countries and territories, resulting in approximately 46,800 deaths. In the United States, there are 
currently over 211,000 cases, 4,670 deaths and are now averaging nearly 1,000 deaths per day. 
The coronavirus outbreak has forced government at all levels to take swift action to enact 
shutdowns of non-essential business in order to stop the spread.

More than 95% of America is under “Stay at Home” orders and most epidemiological 
models show California will still be extremely susceptible as late as August 2020 for a second 
round of cases. These actions have sent shockwaves throughout the economy, the full effects of 
which are still largely unknown. Workers across the country and across industries are now faced 
with the potential of months of lost wages. Baristas, film crews, musicians, movie theater 
employees, stadium concessions staff, gym instructors, hotel workers, waitstaff, and retail 
workers, all face economic uncertainty.

As the coronavirus outbreak depresses sales, income and other sources of revenue, Congress 
has recently passed a $2 trillion economic relief bill and the bill apportions $150 billion in aid for 
states and local governments under a new coronavirus relief fund. The Los Angeles region could 
benefit greatly from these additional dollars. Federal stimulus dollars could be utilized to create 
jobs for unemployed individuals in the communities where they live instead of offering public 
relief to large businesses and corporations. The City of Los Angeles should find ways to take 
advantage of the economic stimulus package to offer aid directly to workers in ways that create 
for them quality jobs and access to healthcare while at the same time working to find ways to 
stimulate small businesses, in particular, efforts to assist micro-businesses in low-income 
communities of color that have been historically left behind when such aid is delivered to the 
City.

Los Angeles, as the second largest city in America, has over the decades, suffered and 
bounced back from significant human and natural disasters. By now we have ample information 
about how to intelligently respond to these disasters both in terms of what to do and what not to 
do. Whether it be the ‘65 riots, ‘92 uprising, ‘94 earthquake, ‘07 economic crisis, or believe it or 
not the 1924 Los Angeles pneumonic plague outbreak, where 30 Angelenos were killed in two 
weeks, we have acquired an abundance of knowledge and once again, are being called to rise to 
the occasion. We need to move quickly, decisively, nimbly and above all, focused on those 
living at the economic bottom first. To dig out from this hole, which will be felt for years, the 
city needs to take the lead on working with frontline communities to create an immediate pool of 
thousands/bf “Lifeline” jobs with health coverage. By putting wages in workers' hands, we help 
stimulaterthe local economy from the bottom up.
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WE THERFORE MOVE, that the CLA with the assistance of the CAO and EWDD, be 
instructed to report back on coordinating an effort by the City of Los Angeles to utilize the 
federal economic stimulus to develop a job creation program that prioritizes giving economic aid 
to frontline communities where the principle objectives and priorities of the program would be 
as follows, as established by the #PeoplesBailout movement:

1. Health is the top priority, for all people, with no exceptions.
2. Provide economic relief directly to the people.
3. Rescue workers and communities, not corporate executives.
4. Make a down payment on a regenerative economy, while preventing future crises.
5. Protect our democratic process while protecting each other.

WE FURTHER MOVE, that $100,000 in the AB1290 Fund No. 53P, Account No. 
281206 (CD 6 Redevelopment Projects - Services) be allocated to a non-profit in the northeast 
San Fernando Valley for the purpose of community outreach regarding employment needs.

WE FURTHER MOVE that $100,000 in the AB1290 Fund No. 53P, Account No. 
281210 (CD 10 Redevelopment Projects - Services) be allocated to Community Build for the 
purpose of community outreach regarding employment needs.
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