
'S™Kneighborhood-
MOTION

Healthcare Workers and first responders are most exposed to COVID-19. Italy estimates a 
roughly 20 percent infection rate for healthcare workers, a figure which will increase as personal 
protective supplies become unavailable. In recent weeks, the United States has become the 
epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak after eclipsing Italy and China for total cases. Los Angeles 
County has over 6,000 confirmed COVID-19 cases, and this number will continue to grow. If the 
United States sees similar or worse infection rates among frontline healthcare workers to those 
reported by Italy, the effects on our healthcare system will be drastic. Infected frontline healthcare 
workers can expose significant numbers of vulnerable patients to COVID-19. Proactive screening 
of frontline healthcare workers and first responders is essential to help flatten the transmission 
curve and curb the rate of new infections.

Dr. Anne Rimoin has assembled a cross-disciplinary team at UCLA to study the 
progression of COVID-19 among frontline healthcare workers and first responders. This team will 
work in cooperation with the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services to screen 
healthcare workers and first responders monthly to determine new infections and reduce hospital 
or community-acquired infection through isolation. Further, the initiative will develop procedures 
to better understand previous exposures, provide estimates of the real number of infected 
individuals on the front lines, and capture critical data on asymptomatic infection. These data are 
important for understanding the situation and creating a response in real time. The rapid response 
initiative includes a variety of additional studies that will provide recommendations or infonnation 
about: viral transmission from healthcare workers and first responders to family members and 
close contacts; immune responses that contribute both to causing symptoms such as lung damage 
and to control the virus for disease resolution; the impact of viral infections on key understudied 
patient populations; and, mental health outcomes.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Administrative Officer be instructed to report on the 
benefits of the UCLA Novel Coronavirus/COVID-19 Rapid Response Initiative, and possible 
funding opportunities that the City can use to contribute to the studies.

PRESENTED BY:
DAVID E. RYU 
Councilmember, 4th District o

SECONDED BY:
BOB BLUMENFIELD T 
Councilmember, 3rd District

Qn

APR 7 2020


