
HOUSINGMOTION

On March 4, 2020, Mayor Eric Garcetti issued a declaration of local emergency to respond to the novel 
coronavirus (COV1D-19) pandemic. Subsequently on March 19, 2020, under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority, the Mayor issued the “Safer at Home” order to strengthen the City’s efforts against the COVID-19 
pandemic through self-isolation and social distancing.

Under present circumstances, ensuring that residents are able to remain sheltered is more important than 
ever, However to those who are homeless or are otherwise unable to secure adequate shelter and comply with 
self-isolation and social distancing, the danger is imminent.

On March 15, 2020, Governor Newsom announced the State’s intention to utilize hotels to provide 
accommodations for homeless individuals. The State has subsequently identified 950 hotels throughout 
California that may be eligible to participate in the program and has also declared its intent to provide counties 
with assistance in negotiating leases.

Prior to the emergency instigated by the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Los Angeles was already 
facing a housing shortage crisis that undermined the ability of renters to stay adequately housed and sheltered, 
The City has implemented several concerted efforts to alleviate the housing shortage and provide relief to 
overburdened renters. Among these efforts was the Residential Hotel Unit Conversion and Demolition 
Ordinance enacted in 2008. This ordinance was meant to protect and preserve Residential Hotels, defined by 
Article 7.1 Section 47.73 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code as efficiency units or dwellings that are utilized as 
primary residences, from demolition or conversion.

The robust stock of hotels available in the City and notably in Downtown Los Angeles presents a unique 
opportunity to provide vulnerable populations a temporary dwelling to combat the spread of the COVID-19 
virus and address public health concerns. Tourist hotels, which provide occupancy for a temporary period not to 
exceed 30 days, may provide an additional source of shelter for vulnerable populations to self-isolate and 
practice social distancing. However, in order to ensure tourist hotels that provide long-term shelter to vulnerable 
populations are able to resume normal operation following the emergency, an exemption to the Residential 
Hotel Unit Conversion and Demolition Ordinance is needed. ■

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request the City Attorney to prepare and present an 
emergency ordinance which would provide transient occupancy hotels that provide accommodations to 
vulnerable populations or to quarantine of COVID-19 patients for the duration of the local emergency an 
exemption from the Residential Hotel Unit Conversion and Deipolition Ordinance. ^
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