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MOTION

The novel coronavirus (COVID 19) is a global pandemic that has led to many changes in daily life, such as 

the daily usage of personal protective equipment, or PPE. Although the worldwide response has 

appropriately focused on the economic losses, cities like Los Angeles could see a major increase in 

medical equipment, finding its way into rivers, tributaries, beaches and oceans. A series of emergency 

orders has required all people in the State of California, including the City of Los Angeles to make 

extraordinary changes to daily life. "Safer-At-Home", social distancing, the usage of gloves and the 

requirement to wear a face mask covering your nose and mouth have become common across the 

country, state , and in the City.

PPE has long been used by the Medical Profession, First Responders, and other industry workers to 

protect them in their normal duties. In the State of California, medical waste is handled according to the 

Medical Waste Management Act. The California Department of Public Health (CDPH), Medical Waste 

Management Program (MWMP) regulates the generation, handling, storage, and treatment of medical 

waste by providing oversight under the authority of the Medical Waste Management Act (MWMA).

To a large degree the majority of the public will be using PPE as part of their regular life: whether it is to 

care for a vulnerable family member, walk a pet, or go to work. Unlike medical waste generated at 

healthcare facilities that is strictly regulated and monitored, the public and other businesses may be 

unaware how to properly dispose of this equipment. Improper disposal of PPE could pollute our 

environment and pose health and safety concerns.

To protect the environment and mitigate health and safety concerns an effective waste management 

campaign to educate the public and businesses on the proper disposal of PPE is needed to prevent 

further pollution to the Los Angeles River, the public right of way and our beaches and ocean.

I THEREFORE MOVE to direct the LA Sanitation and Environment to report on the disposal process of 

medical waste citywide, and to recommend an augmented public education plan in coordination with 

hospitals, clinics and other medical providers.
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