
MOTION- ROLES, ELECTORS J INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
On Friday March 27, Congress passed the $2.2 trillion stimulus package, the largest emergency aid package 
in U.S. History. The goal was to ease the hardships of the American people as we fight COVID-19. A key 
element of the package including checks of direct aid to inr^viduals and families throughout the United 
States. This direct aid is an advance credit on individual and family 2020 taxes. However, the Act did not 
provide direct aid to undocumented individuals and families, and also excluded relief for mixed status 
families. i

Immigrants pay U.S. taxes worth roughly $27 billion annually to federal, state, and local governments and 
are working in many essential services during the pandemic response. Which is why three federal 
lawmakers are working to correct this error and authored $ie Leave No Tax Payer Behind Act which would 
extend stimulus benefits to all tax payers. .v* *

As outlined in the LA Times, the exclusion of mixed families means that spouses of noncitizens are denied 
relief if they have filed a joint tax return with one person using an Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN). Using an ITIN does not prove that a person ^ undocumented but for purposes of the 
stimulus funds, the act excludes payments to anyone who files tax returns with an ITIN or files a joint 
return with a person using an ITIN. This exclusion affects millions of U.S. citizens and their citizen children. 
These are tax paying families who work as nurses, teachers^ law enforcement who are excluded.

} '

Regardless of people's position on immigration, this exclusion is an affront to anyone who believes in 
family, regardless of composition. This discriminatory action literally takes food out of the mouths of 
children, who are US born, yet who may have an undocumented parent. In these cases, children are the 
innocent victims of these policies.

. i

In Los Angeles, we have a long history of fighting arbitrary laws that on their face fail to uphold the 
Constitutional values of Equal Protection. While Congress'debates the Leave No Tax Payer Behind Act, we 
must explore legal avenues to protect the rights of tax payers of Los Angeles, The devastation of COVID-19 
and the economic impacts of the pandemic will be felt for years, and we must do everything in our power 
to ensure that every tax payer in Los Angeles is treated equally and receives equal federal benefits which 
serve to meet fundamental such as providing food and shelter for children.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council resolve to pursue any;and all legal options to protect the rights of 
children and families excluded through the discriminatory language in the stimulus package, and that the 
Chief Legislative Analyst, with the assistance of the City Attorney, report to Council with legal avenues to 
pursue a challenge this federal action. . 1;

I FURTHER MOVE that the Chief Legislative Analyst be instructed to prepare a resolution to support the 
,eave No Tax Payer Behind Act introduced by Congressmefhbers Lou Correa, Judy Chu, and Raul Grijalva.
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