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More reports are coming to light that the COVID-19 pandemic is having a disproportionate impact 
on the working poor, low-income and disadvantaged communities, and communities of color. 
Examples of these disparities range at all levels. These populations saw a delay in testing, their 
access has been limited and there continues to be a lack of reliable data on exposure rates and 
health impacts of COVID-19 in these communities. “Telecommuting” is a non-existent option for 
industries like service workers, hospitality and other employment sectors, thus creating a financial 
crisis for working poor already on the brink of homelessness and extreme poverty. Public schools 
have closed, and the digital divide has resulted in a growing educational gap among students. 
Even business relief programs such as the Paycheck Protection Program passed by the Federal 
Government overwhelmingly went to big businesses. It was not until House Speaker Pelosi 
demanded additional data that the latest funding proposal specifically targeted women and 
minority-owned businesses, and under-banked communities which tend to be poorer communities 
or communities of color. Many of the hardest working families are facing the most tremendous 
struggles during this crisis, and this crisis has only exacerbated the inequities and challenges that 
so many honest, hardworking Angelenos have historically dealt with.

Nationally, hundreds of billions of dollars are being provi&ed in response to COVID-19, including 
hundreds of millions of dollars for Los Angeles. Fortunately, there has been previous experience 
and lessons learned in having an influx in resources in response to a crisis. During the Great 
Recession, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and other efforts provided significant 
financial resources in multiple rounds, to help local governments, and communities recover and 
grow from the financial meltdown. In those experiences, there were many success stories, and 
many missed opportunities. The foreclosure crisis decimated middle class homeownership 
opportunities, and sent generations of Angelenos who were on a path to upward mobility down to 
the bottom of the economic ladder. The character of neighborhoods changed with REITs and 
Corporations purchasing multiple foreclosed houses and, turning them into rental properties. Other 
well intended efforts seemed to benefit many who didn’t need as much help, while parts of 
communities were overlooked.

Today, some families will weather this crisis together in homes and others will remain in the one 
room hotel that they were living in long before COVIID-19 with little access to school, food or 
health care. While some are posting photos of their latest bread making challenge, many others 
are watering down baby formula to make it stretch. Our economic recovery cannot be a return to 
normal. We must leverage this moment, and focus our response on lifting our communities up and 
addressing long standing inequities. Every community iri LA should emerge stronger than we were 
before. We need an economic recovery that works for everyone. The City of Los Angeles must 
develop a COVID-19 response and strategy that addresses both the immediate health, housing, 
and financial crisis being experienced by Angelenos, as well as implements additional strategies 
that will have long lasting impacts that also address the stark economic divide in our city that has 
being exacerbated by this pandemic. This critical effort can be accomplished by establishing an 
Ad Hoc Committee of the City Council focused on developing and implementing a strategic 
COVID-19 recovery, as well as authorizing the disbursement of COVID-19 funding received by the 
City, including over $700 Million in CARES ACT funding soon to be received.

I THEREFORE MOVE that a new ad hoc committee of the Los Angeles City Council be 
established with the name of “Ad Hoc Committee on COVID-19 Recovery and Neighborhood 
Investment.
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I FURTHER MOVE that responsibilities of this committed include the development and 
implementation of a COVID-19 recovery strategy with guiding principles and priorities for the 
investment of state and federal aid by:

• Identifying the disparate health, economic, and housing impacts of this crisis in key 
vulnerable communities and populations

® Ensuring that Los Angeles receives its fair share of any state and federal relief, and in 
turn utilizes that aid to meet the critical short and long term needs of residents and 
businesses. 1

© Identifying key actions the city can take to strategically address the immediate need for 
direct aid and to transition those strategies into economic recovery, stability, and growth 
for all Angelenos, including job creation opportunities particular for working families and 
those often overlooked both during times of need as well as times of economic 
prosperity. ’

• Engaging both the philanthropic community as well as local community based 
organizations, grassroots non-profits, and neighborhood leaders in frontline communities 
to help inform community defined solutions and opportunities.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Controller be directed to establish a new emergency fund, the 
"COVID-19 Federal Relief Fund within Department 10 to receive and disburse the Federal 
Coronavirus Relief Funds.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Administrative Officer be designated as the grant administrator 
and be authorized to execute any necessary documentsTo accept funding on behalf of the City.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the City Administrative Officer to spend funds from the 
COVID-19 Federal Relief line item at the direction of the.Ad Hoc Committee on COVID-19 
Recovery and Neighborhood Investment that is established to oversee the economic recovery from 
the COVID-19 public health crisis.
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