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California Restaurant Association 
P.O. Box 32482, Los Angeles, CA 90032 

 

January 12, 2021 
 
Los Angeles City Council 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N Spring St,  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: Item No. 3: Streamlining Food and Beverage Industry Processes 
 
Dear Los Angeles City Councilmembers, 
 
On behalf of the California Restaurant Association (CRA), and the thousands of restaurants in the City of 
Los Angeles, I would like to express our support for item 3 on the City Council agenda which would 
transform and streamline city processes that affect the Food and Beverage community. 
 
With the approval of Councilmember Bob Blumenfield’s motion to create a Food and Beverage working 
group last summer, the food and beverage community along with many city departments joined together 
to identify inconsistencies and unnecessary obstacles that restaurants face when opening and operating 
their business. For months, the Food and Beverage working group met to discuss ways to streamline city 
and county processes and item 3 on the agenda are the results of this work. All recommendations have 
been vetted by the working group and city departments as items that can be modified to ease 
operational obstacles that restaurants face today. 
 
With the decimation of the restaurant community due to COVID-19 and the government shutdowns, 
restaurants are in dire need of your assistance. Prior to the current state of emergency, restaurants were 
the largest employer in the state of California with over 1.4 million employees, today approximately 1 
million of those workers have been furloughed or unemployed due to the recent closures. In order to 
accelerate the process of bringing back workers in Los Angeles, restaurants need assistance from the city 
to open their doors as soon as the Stay-at-Home restrictions begin to lift. Adopting the recommendations 
set out by the Food and Beverage working group will expedite the reopening of current restaurants and 
potentially expedite the opening of new restaurants that were in the process of opening before COVID-
19. 
 
For these reasons, we urge a YES vote on item 3 to streamline city processes that affect the Food and 
Beverage community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David Juarez 
Director of Local Government Affairs 
California Restaurant Association 


