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December 8, 2020 

Councilmember Curren Price, Chair  
Economic Development Committee 
200 N Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Agenda Item 2, Council File 20-0499 – Food & Beverage Industry Support 

Dear Councilmember Price, 

Established in 1924, Central City Association (CCA) is committed to advancing policies and projects that enhance 
Downtown Los Angeles’ vibrancy and increase investment in the region. The food and beverage industry is a critical part 
of the economic, social and cultural fabric of our city and DTLA, but it has been among the most impacted by COVID-19. 
Truly aiding the recovery of the food and beverage industry will require significant action of appropriate scale, and we 
are therefore pleased to support the comprehensive report prepared by the Economic and Workforce Development 
Department (EWDD) that lays out a sweeping set of clear steps, informed by engagement with industry representatives, 
the City can and should take to streamline processes affecting food and beverage businesses.  
 
Our restaurants, cafes and bars supported DTLA’s robust tourism, dense burgeoning residential neighborhoods and 
thriving business districts over the last two decades helping to make DTLA an international attraction and a major 
economic driver for the City of Los Angeles. Yet, a recent Eater LA article paints a sobering picture, describing “most 
restaurants currently in survival mode…if conditions don’t improve and businesses fail to receive the support they sorely 
need, the coronavirus could undo the neighborhood.”  

We have been staunch advocates for various local relief measures to support this industry like the Al Fresco dining 
program, Restaurant Beverage Program, automatically renewing Conditional Use Permits and waiving certain parking 
requirements to enable more expeditious changes of use to help businesses act nimbly to stay afloat. However, we know 
that much more can be done to support food and beverage businesses by strategically revising City permitting and 
approval processes.  

We appreciate Councilmember Blumenfield calling for this all-hands-on-deck approach, bringing together an array of 
industry representatives with numerous City departments. We are encouraged by this level of coordination and 
collaboration and urge the Economic Development Committee’s support for the report’s full set of recommendations.  

Sincerely,  

Jessica Lall 
President & CEO,  
Central City Association of Los Angeles 
 
cc:  Councilmember Bob Blumenfield 

Councilmember Joe Buscaino 
Councilmember Monica Rodriguez 

https://la.eater.com/2020/10/7/21506050/downtown-los-angeles-restaurants-bars-dtla-pandemic-neighborhood

