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MITCH O'FARRELL
Councilmember 

13th District

September 17, 2020

Chair Marqueece Harris-Dawson and Honorable Members of the 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee 

Los Angeles City Council 
City Hall, Room 395 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Modera Arqyle Project, Council File No, 20-0514

Dear Chair Harris-Dawson and Honorable Members of the PLUM Committee,

On behalf of Councilmember O’Farrell, I am writing to request that you recommend approval of 
the Modera Argyle mixed-use project that will be heard by your committee on September 17, 
2020. This project will bring 276 units of much-needed housing to the City, including both 
affordable and market-rate residences, as well as new ground-floor commercial uses including a 
proposed grocery store.

As approved by the City Planning Commission, the project restricts five percent of its base density 
(or 13 units) for Very Low income households. In recognition of housing crisis facing the City and 
Council District 13, we are pleased that the applicant has agreed to augment the project’s 
affordable housing component by restricting an additional three percent of base density (or 7 
units) for Moderate income households, and to make a contribution to the Council District 13 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund. As a result, the project will result in additional on-site affordable 
units and facilitate the preservation and creation of additional off-site affordable units. This 
proposal was presented to the City Planning Commission, which strongly supported it.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that the PLUM Committee approve the project, subject to the 
following proposed condition revisions reflecting the expanded affordable housing component.

• Revised Q Condition 1,a: A maximum of 276 residential units, of which 13 units (or 
5 percent of base density of 242 units) shall be set aside for Very Low Income 
Households pursuant to the Project’s density bonus, and 7 additional units (or 3 
percent of base density of 242 units) shall be set aside for Moderate Income 
Households pursuant to HCIDLA Land Use Schedule I:

• New Q Condition 4: Affordable Housing. Prior to issuance of building permits, the 
Applicant shall contribute $1,500.000,00 to the Council District 13 Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund.
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• Revised Density Bonus Condition 3: Affordable Units. A minimum of 13 units, or five 
(5) percent of the 242 base permitted dwelling units, shall be reserved as affordable 
units, as defined by the State Density Bonus Law 65915 (c)(1) or (c)(2). In addition 
to the affordable units pursuant to Density Bonus, the applicant must provide as many 
replacement units affordable to Low or Very Low Income households to comply with 
the Determination made by the HCIDLA for replacement units. Affordable units 
required as replacement units shall be an equivalent type as those units being 
replaced. The applicant will also set aside 7 additional units (or 3 percent of base 
density of 242 units) for Moderate Income Households pursuant to HCIDLA Land Use 
Schedule I.

• Revised Density Bonus Condition 5: Housing Requirements. Prior to issuance of a 
building permit, the owner shall execute a covenant to the satisfaction of the Los 
Angeles Housing and Community Investment Department (HCIDLA) to make 13 units 
available to Very Low Income Households, for sale or rental as determined to be 
affordable to such households by HCIDLA for a period of 55 years. The applicant will 
also set aside 7 additional units for Moderate Income Households pursuant to 
HCIDLA Land Use Schedule I. Enforcement of the terms of said covenant shall be 
the responsibility of HCIDLA. The applicant will present a copy of the recorded 
covenant to the Department of City Planning for inclusion in this file. The project shall 
comply with the Guidelines for the Affordable Housing Incentives Program adopted 
by the City Planning Commission and with any monitoring requirements established 
by the HCIDLA. Refer to the Density Bonus Legislation Background section of this 
determination.

Thank you very much and please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

t
Craig Bullock 
Planning Director

Luciralia Ibarra, Department of City Planningcc:


