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April 27, 2020

The Honorable Eric Garcetti 
Mayor of Los Angeles 
City Hall, Room 303 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

The Honorable Los Angeles City Council 
City Hall, Room 395 
c/o City Clerk’s Office 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attention: Heleen Ramirez

EXECUTIVE DIRECTIVE NO. 3 TRANSMITTAL: CALIFORNIA CERTIFIED LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT (CLG) GRANT APPLICATION, AGREEMENT EXECUTION, AND 
AWARD ACCEPTANCE

SUMMARY

In accordance with Executive Directive No. 3, the Department of City Planning (DCP) 
requests approval to apply for and, if awarded, execute a grant agreement for an amount 
not to exceed $30,000 and to subsequently receive grant funds from the California Office 
of Historic Preservation, for services related to the California Certified Local Government 
Grant (CLG Grant). This agreement is for one year and work must be performed between 
August 1, 2020 and September 30, 2021 to be eligible for reimbursement.

BACKGROUND

The Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources (OHR) proposes to use a 
$30,000 Certified Local Government (CLG) grant to assist in the development of video 
content for users of HistoricPIacesLA, the online historic resources inventory and 
management system. The work proposed by this project is consistent with California’s 
Statewide Historic Preservation Plan, the Conservation Element of the City’s General 
Plan, the City’s Cultural Heritage and Historic Preservation Overlay Zone ordinances.

HistoricPIacesLA (HPLA) was developed to serve as the one-stop interface for the display 
and management of all of the City’s historic resources data. Information collected through 
DCP’s SurveyLA project has served as the initial dataset in HPLA when it was launched 
in 2015. Subsequent data integration efforts added to the inventory other historic
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resources survey data and information on resources associated with the ethnic/cultural 
contexts that form part of Los Angeles’ citywide historic context statement.

The system is a customization of Arches, an open-source geospatial and web-based 
software developed by the Getty Conservation Institute (GCI) and World Monuments 
Fund to document heritage sites worldwide. DCP worked closely with the GCI to develop 
HistoricPIacesLA to serve as a model to be shared with other municipalities and agencies 
seeking to maintain an inventory of surveyed and designated historic resources.

Now with full ownership and management of the system, DCP is preparing to launch the 
more robust and updated version of HistoricPIacesLA, version 2, with roughly 60,000 
map-able records pertaining to historic resources within the city boundaries. 
HistoricPIacesLA version 2, is a customized installation of Arches version 4.

The focus of the grant project is to develop web and video content for HistoricPIacesLA 
version 2 that will introduce the revamped system and its capabilities, guide users on how 
to conduct searches, and walk users through how to understand resource reports. This 
approach helps familiarize the public and city planning professionals with historic 
resources data and supports the shift in the field of preservation to the use of historic 
resource inventories that contain real-time information. Placing video guides and 
supporting documents on HistoricPIacesLA that serve as tutorials provides users of the 
database the opportunity to search with greater ease and confidence. Ultimately, as users 
become more comfortable with utilizing and searching through the data in 
HistoricPIacesLA, the information will be used to a greater degree for the protection and 
designation of properties documented through HistoricPIacesLA under local, state, and 
national designation programs. Web videos and content for the following three categories 
will be developed as part of this project:

Introduction to HistoricPIacesLA 
How to Search HistoricPIacesLA 
Understanding HistoricPIacesLA Resource Reports

Los Angeles is the first municipality in the U.S. to fully integrate historic contexts into a 
geospatial inventory system. Records in HistoricPIacesLA of historic resources and their 
associated historic contexts are data fields that are fully searchable and map-able. Users 
can, for example, search for all properties associated with Early Residential Development, 
or only those associated with a particular theme, property type, or geographic area. 
Search results can also be mapped to display the geographic dispersion of important 
places citywide or in a particular neighborhood. Maps also provide an analytical 
framework to inform planning programs and initiatives, support designation of properties 
associated with underrepresented communities, and provide greater opportunities for 
collaborations with the public in establishing preservation priorities. HistoricPIacesLA 
serves as a model for other municipal agencies in digitizing historic resources data, this 
project underscores the many uses of the ever-evolving inventory and engages users 
through web content like dynamic video demonstrations of searches and the map display 
functions.
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The proposed project meets the goals of the Cultural and Historical section of the 
Conservation Element of the City’s General Plan whose objective it is to “protect important 
cultural and historical sites and resources for historical, cultural, research, and community 
educational purposes.” Specifically, the proposed project activities will:

Provide public access to information and research guidance (at no cost)
Familiarize the public with historic resources inventories
Expand the use of important data available and searchable through
HistoricPIacesLA

The proposed project meets Goals I, II, III, IV, and V of California’s Statewide Historic 
Preservation Plan. This project will increase the use of HistoricPIacesLA and will improve 
access to information about historical and cultural resources for public agencies, private 
organizations, and the general public. In doing so, this project encompasses all five goals 
of the preservation plan. Making historic resources data comprehensible and easily 
accessible contributes to meeting the State plan’s goal, “to protect and sustain historical 
and cultural resources in California.”

Without securing supplemental funding and specialized professional expertise to develop 
this video content, the City’s inventory will not be as easy to navigate by its users. 
Searching and browsing through the rich information contained within the inventory will 
not be as interactive and engaging. HistoricPIacesLA’s ability to reinforce sound urban 
planning, guide decision-making by private property owners and developers, or support 
important research may otherwise go significantly untapped, based on lack of awareness 
of the system’s robust capabilities.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no additional General Fund impact. Grant funds will be distributed to DCP by the 
California Office of Historic Preservation on a reimbursement basis upon submission of 
final deliverables, invoices, and reports. Existing funds from DCP’s contractual services 
account will support grant work prior to reimbursement.

RECOMMENDATION

That the City Council authorize the Director of Planning, or his designee, subject to the 
approval of the Mayor, to take the following actions:

1. Apply for and, if awarded, execute a grant project agreement, subject to the 
approval of the City Attorney as to form and legality, with the California Office of 
Historic Preservation and to subsequently accept a grant in the amount not to 
exceed $30,000 to facilitate CLG Grant related work for the term of one year.
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If awarded the grant, set up a grant receivable of $30,000 and establish an 
appropriation account within the City Planning Grant Trust Fund No. 46Y, Dept. 68 
for the disbursement of funds for the project.

2.

Submit a grant reimbursement request to the California Office of Historic 
Preservation and deposit grant receipts in the City Planning Grants Trust Fund No. 
46Y, Dept. 68.

3.

Should you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Jason Valencia at 
(213) 978-1256, or email at Jason.Valencia@lacity.org.

Sincerely,

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning

/^TRICIA KEANE 
^ Deputy Director

Attachments: Grant Application

cc: Nicholas Campbell, Office of the City Administrative Officer 
Michelle Chan, Dept. Chief Accountant I, City Planning

mailto:Jason.Valencia@lacity.org

