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findings

• The McKee General Contractor Branch Office “exemplifies significant contributions tothe 
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its 
association with the Robert E. McKee General Contractor, Inc., a national construction 
firm that contributed greatly to the development of Los Angeles in the 20th century.

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

The McKee General Contractor Branch Office meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument 
criteria: it “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of 
the nation, state, city or community” for its association with the Robert E. McKee General 
Contractor, Inc., a national construction firm that contributed greatly to the development of Los 
Angeles in the 20th century.

As the company expanded operations, McKee opened a number of branch offices in locales 
throughout the United States to sustain the business’s swift and steady growth. The work of the 
Los Angeles Branch Office stands out in the firm’s history due to the number of high-profile 
projects undertaken locally. As one of the largest and most prolific contracting companies in the 
city, and the nation, the McKee company played an active role in the construction of many 
significant Los Angeles buildings, including Los Angeles Union Station (1939, HCM #101), Los 
Angeles International Airport Theme Building (1961, HCM #570), the federal prison on Terminal 
Island (1938), various construction projects at the Veterans Administration complex in West Los 
Angeles, the Statler Hotel (1952), UCLA Medical Center (1951), UCLA School of Engineering 
(1952), the Osteopathic Hospital at the County Hospital facility (1958), the Scottish Rite Cathedral 
(1961), the Kaiser Foundation Hospital in Panorama City (1962), and National City Plaza (1972). 
The firm’s history tells the account of a labor force that significantly influenced the growth of Los 
Angeles in the 20th century and has left a lasting impression on the City’s builtenvironment.

While the subject property exhibits characteristics associated with the Spanish Colonial Revival 
architectural style such as its asymmetrical massing, clay tile roof, stucco exterior walls, arched 
openings, and steel windows with metal grilles, both buildings have been extensively altered over 
the years, which has diminished their integrity. When the building at 4101 Goodwin Avenue was 
constructed in 1929, it was a small, 648 square-foot edifice purpose-built as an office; however, 
modifications completed in 1938 significantly changed the building’s use, appearance, and spatial 
relationship with its environs. Specifically, at this time there were two volumes added measuring 
510-square feet and 569-square feet to the primary, south-facing and west-facing elevations, 
which more than doubled the size of the original building. Furthermore, there have been multiple 
additions (in 1949, 1952, 1961, and 1973) to the original 2,900-square foot 1938 building at 4701 
North San Fernando Road totaling more than 12,500-square feet that have significantly 
augmented its size, plan, configuration, and appearance. Therefore, staff do not find that either 
building represents “an excellent intact example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture.”

Despite the current condition, particularly of the interior of 4701 San Fernando Road, the subject 
property appears to retain a high level of integrity of location, materials, design, setting, 
workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its significance under criterion 1. Most alterations 
of the subject property occurred within the time that the Robert E. McKee General Contractor, Inc. 
company occupied the site and are representative of the firm’s consistent growth over time.
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the McKee General Contractor Branch Office as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative 
Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are 
regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is 
to prevent significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the 
standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending 
designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through 
incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic 
site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly 
incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate 
construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2020-4514-CE was prepared on July 10, 2020.


