
FOR PLACEMENT ON NEXT 
REGULAR COUNCIL AGENDA

MOTION

The COVID-19 pandemic has had devastating economic and public health impacts on 
communities throughout Los Angeles. Federal, state and local "stay-at-home" orders and social 
distancing restrictions have required that non-essential businesses close to protect the health 
of workers and residents alike. These actions have led to historically high unemployment rates 
(estimated to be 25% in Los Angeles) which directly impact the ability of tenants to pay rent, 
particularly low-income tenants.

According to the Housing and Community Investment Department (HCID), 60 percent of City 
residents are renters. Of those, nearly one third spend more than 30 percent of their income 
on rent, and another one-third pay more than 50 percent on rent. As such, HCID indicates that 
any type of rental assistance to prevent evictions or help tenants repay deferred rent could 
prevent massive hardship and displacement of renters.

On April 29, 2020, the City Council adopted an ordinance (CF 20-0401) which established the 
COVID-19 Emergency Rental Assistance Subsidy (ERAS) program to provide qualifying renters 
with a subsidy of up to half of their monthly rent for up to three months to protect against 
potential housing displacement impacts and generally mitigate the overwhelming economic 
hardship resulting from the health emergency. The program also helps building owners by 
partially mitigating the temporary disruption of cash flow caused by the rent deferral recently 
approved by the Mayor and Council (Ordinance No. 186585).

I MOVE that $50,000 from the Council District 5 General City Purposes Fund No. 100-56, 
Account No. 0705 (CDS Community Services) be transferred/appropriated to the 
Housing and Community Investment Department COVID-19 Emergency Rental Assistance 
Subsidy Program Trust Fund (CF 20-0401) to assist eligible renters in Council District 5, and;

I FURTHER MOVE that HCID, with the assistance of the City Clerk, be authorized to prepare the 
necessary instructions to the Controller, identify the appropriate fund and account numbers, 
and make any corrections, clarification or revisions to the above instructions, including any 
corrections and changes of fund or account numbers to effectuate the intent of this motion; 
said corrections/clarifications may be made orally, electronically, or by any other means.

PRESENTED BY:

PAUL KORETZ, Councilmember, Fifth District

SECONDED BY:
DAVID RYU (verbal) 
Councilmember, 4th District


